22/ 06/ 2005
BUSI NESS- FORUM
WORLD | SLAM C ECONOM C FORUM TO BE HELD I N OCT

KUALA LUMPUR, June 22 (Bernama) -- The three-day Wrld |slani c Econom c
Forum (WEF), formerly known as O C Busi ness Forum woul d be held here
starting on Cct 1, this year.

The forumis expected to be attended by several heads of governments,
including Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , Pakistan Prine
M ni st er Shaukat Aziz, |Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono,
Senegal President Abdoul aye Wade and Bangl adesh Prine M nister Begum
Khal eda Zi a.

Former Prine Mnister, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, is expected to deliver
a luncheon address.

Reveal ing the details here today, the Asian Strategy and Leadership
Institute (ASLI) chief executive officer, Datuk M chael Yeoh said the forum
woul d address key issues facing the Miuslimsocieties rangi ng from business
and economics to science and technol ogy.

"The forumwoul d al so be used to |ink business operations of
non- Musl i s nations, especially those fromEurope, with Muslins nations,"
he told a press conference which was al so attended by WEF co-chairs forner
Deputy Prine Mnister Tan Sri Miusa Hitam

ASLI, the Foreign Mnistry, the Islamc Chanber of Commrerce and
Industry and the Islamic Centre for Devel opnment and Trade are co-organi sers
of the event, which would be held at Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel.

Shaukat Aziz would deliver the opening keynote address at the Forum
entitled "Forging New Al liances for Devel opnment and Progress”. This would
| ater be followed by Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz's
speci al | uncheon address.

The first day of the forumwould draw to an end with a di nner keynote
address by Susil o Banbang Yudhoyono.

The second day of the forumwould kick off with a keynote address by
Begum Khal eda Zi a, who woul d speak on "Managi ng Di versity and Economi c
Transformation i n Bangl adesh. "

Dr Mahat hir woul d take on the podiumto deliver a special |uncheon
address on the second day. He woul d speak on "Islani c Renai ssance: Triunph
Over the Qdds, Synergy in Action, Progress for All." The second-day of the
forumwoul d end with the special dinner keynote speech by Abdoul aye Wade.

Mal aysian Prime Mnister will deliver the closing keynote address and
speak also as the chair of the 10th Summt of the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C) on the final day.

"The expanded WEF woul d pave the way for the forumto address nore key
econom ¢ i ssues facing Mislimsocieties such as busi ness and economi cs,
sci ence and technol ogy but al so encourage participation of academ ci ans,
non- gover nnent al organi sati ons and Muslimcomunities fromnon-O C
countries," Yeoh said.

The forumis expected to provide a vital platformfor positive and
heal thy interacti on between governnent |eaders, civil society and business
conmuni ties for the benefit of Muslimcommunities worl dw de.

More than 500 participants from42 countries are expected to attend the
forum supported by the Islanic Educational, Scientific and Cul tural
Organi sation, the Muslim Council of Britain and the Islamn c Devel opnent
Bank.
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