20/ 07/ 2005
Zai nuddi n- Raf i dah
ZAI NUDDI N SAYS HE HAS NOTHI NG AGAI NST RAFI DAH

KUALA LUMPUR, July 20 (Bernama) -- Deputy Information M nister Datuk
Zai nuddi n Mai di n said he has nothi ng agai nst Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz but is
concerned with her disrespectful reply to forner Prinme Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on the Approved Permits (APS) issue.

"I"mnot questioning who get and who don't get the APs. | regret the
di respectful way she responded to Dr Mahathir's concern about Proton," he
told reporters at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC), here today.

Zai nuddi n said he believed that the International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster had hurt the feelings of Dr Mahathir and the people who | oved the
forner Prine Mnister when she replied in the press on the AP issue.

The Deputy M nister said yesterday that when he was at the KLCC and
Ampang Par k, he was approached by several people including the non-Mlays
who supported himfor nmaking the call to Rafidah

"Soneone (an | ndian) said, Datuk (you) have carried out your task
Datuk. | said what was it? No, no, you have said sonething that we wanted
to say. | feel you all (journalists) have the sane feelings," he said.

Zai nuddi n said Rafidah was a very inteligent person, very capabl e of
doi ng thi ngs and nobody coul d deny that.

He sai d Rafi dah had strengthened the Wanita Umo and had the potentia
of beconing a Prime Mnister.

"I don't say that she's rude," he said.

However, he felt that Rafidah should not have answered the way she did
in the press on the AP issue.

Asked whether it was proper for a Deputy Mnister to tell a senior
M ni ster to apol ogise in public, Zainuddin said: "No, | don't think there

is anything wong (with that) because |I have no (other) interest. | don't
get any AP or whatever. | just speak ny mind just |ike she speaks her
m nd. "

"I"'msaying it professionally, as a fornmer journalist, | don't have any

hard feeling...nothing, until today and that is ny stand,” he said.

Zai nuddi n nai nt ai ned that Rafidah shoul d apol ogi se to Dr Mahathir and
regretted that she did not want to do so.

Yesterday, Rafidah told reporters that she felt there was no need to
apol ogi se on the matter.
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