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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi is
hol ed up away fromthe buzz of activity and | obbyi ng as he draws up his
Cabi net line-up and restructures several mnistries.

The New Straits Ti nes understands that Abdul | ah coul d change t he Cabi net
he inherited fromthe previous adm nistration by as nuch as athird, in
keeping with the policy of bringing in newtalent.

The line-up could be finalised as early as Saturday, and the ministers
are expected to be sworn in on Tuesday, a day before the weekly Cabi net
neet i ng.

Si nce Abdul | ah t ook over as Prine Mnister fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
on Cct 31, there has been intense specul ati on on the shape of his Cabinet.
He tweaked the line-up earlier in the year when he naned Tan Sri Nor
Mohaned Yakcop as Second Fi nance M ni ster, appointed Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n
Yassin as Agriculture M ni ster and gave t he donmestic trade and consuner

affairs portfolio to Datuk Jamaludin Jarjis.

The plan all al ong was to nake maj or changes only after receiving a
mandat e fromthe el ectorate. Wth 198 of the 219 parlianentary seats in
t he bag for Barisan Nasi onal and Terengganu back in the stable, thereis
wi de- spread specul ation that his Cabinet will resenble the first Cabinet
of Dr Mahathir in 1981 - it will be full of new faces.

At a Press conference yesterday, Abdullah was asked if he would retain
some of the mnisters who had served for several terns.

He replied: "I will consider all aspects. But what is vital is their
ability to serve as good ministers.”

It is understood that age is not a criterion as the new Cabinet is
likely to include a few experienced hands, including those who have
experience of the national stage.

The strong BN showi ng i n Terengganu and Kel antan al so puts Dat uk Must apa
Mohamed and Dat uk Awang Adek Hussin in the frane and rai ses the
expectation of others.

Not surprising, then, that aides to Abdull ah and his cl ose friends have
been i nundated with SMs and calls to their nobil e phones frompoliticians
who want to be considered for Cabinet positions.

The | obbyi sts coul d not reach the Prime Mnister with their pleas or
surprise himby showi ng up at his hone or office in Putrajaya.

He was taking a break after ei ght days of canpai gni ng.

But Abdullah is likely to have nore positions to fill. Several
mnistries are going to be split up, creating new positions in the
process.

On top of that, Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Ener gy,
Conmruni cations and Miul timedi a M ni ster Datuk Amar Leo Moggi e di d not
contest the election.

The only person untroubl ed by all the speculation is Nor Mhaned. He
wi || assist Abdullah, who i s expected to retain the finance portfolio.
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