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And t he journey begi ns again

Ahmad A Talib
WHAT a journey this has been. And i n some ways, the journey is not over
yet. For many, the journey begins all over again.

Al'l those involved in the general election one way or the other are on
some form of journey.

And none can be nore chall enging than the ones to be taken by the
victors as their names were announced one after the other on Sunday ni ght
and yesterday.

The nost significant journey is that taken by the Prinme M nister, Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , who begins his trek towards a Mal aysia that is
Cernerl ang, Genil ang and Ter bi | ang.

Surrounded by Pressnen at his first Press conference after clai m ng
victory in the wee hours yesterday norni ng, Pak Lah stayed true to his
earlier declaration: "W nust nake sure our wakil rakyat give first cl ass
service."

The report card of the state assenbl ynen and MPs wi |l be scrutini sed
because t he peopl e' s endorsenent of the Bari san Nasional reflects the
trust they have on him his admi nistrati on and policies, besides the
approaches he wi Il undertake to bring the nation to glory and excel |l ence.

Waiting for results totrickle inon the 39th floor of the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre where Umo has its headquarters, Abdullah was a picture of
cal mand dignity.

Surrounded by his wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood, fam |y nenbers,
political mates, confidants and friends, the BN chai rman was soaking in
t he at nosphere as he savoured every win.

There were handshakes and back sl apping all round. Handphones were at
everyone's ear while short text nmessages were al so conming in fast.

A few Cabi net nenbers arrived to join the celebration - Datuk Seri Najib
Razak, Datuk Hi shanmuddi n Hussein, Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, Datuk Seri
Shahrizat Jalil, Tengku Datuk Adnan Tengku Mansor and Dat uk Abdul Kadir
Shei kh Fadzir - were anong t hose who of fered congratul ations to their
boss.

There were plenty of hugs and when the BN got a sinple majority, a doa
was recited by Che Mat Che Ali fromthe religi ous departnent. The nood was
one of dignified, quiet jubilation, not |oud and boi sterous.

Abdul | ah, in a grey collared T-shirt and matchi ng dark coat and pants,
took calls fromseveral nenbers of his Cabinet fromtheir respective
kawasan. Several nmenteris besar al so called and wi shed each other well.

There were on-the-spot anal yses, too, as to the possible reasons for the
best-ever BN victory and the al nost conpl ete def eat of Pas and Keadi | an.

Peopl e | spoke to there attributed this to Abdullah's personality nore
t han anyt hi ng el se, besides the | sl amHadhari concept he introduced.

The soft-spoken, clean i mage of Pak Lah had won new friends and voters
to the point that the people of Terengganu had reinstated the BNto power
and ended their brief fling with Pas.

A nmenber of the Cabinet said the BN s victory is the result of hard work
and perseverance put inin the |last four years, which sawa period of hard
and soft-pounding in Kel antan and Ter engganu, which | ed to the nany w ns.

The peopl e of Kel antan and Ter engganu have shown t hei r di spl easure and
disillusionment with Pas by throwi ng their wakil rakyat and candi dat es out
of the State Assenbly and Parlianent.

A senior party man said the BN, and particularly Umo, |ikened the 1999



el ection defeat in Terengganu as a bl essing in disguise. That def eat
exposed many realities which Abdullah will rectify, I'msure.

The BN, and nore so Umo, had reflected on that defeat deeply. Turning
the tables on Pas within one termof its reign shows that Umo and the
peopl e had I earnt their | essons well.

At about 10 to lam Pak Lah turned to the crowd and told themthat his
former boss, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, had tel ephoned and offered his
congratul ati ons. There were handcl aps and canmeras were clicking away as a
new nmonent in history dawned.

Looki ng at Abdul | ah, one woul d never know t hat he had gone through a
gruelling period of criss-crossing the nation by road and air to spread
his words far and near.

On the contrary, Abdullah | ooked younger, fitter and fresher than he had
ever been since assum ng office on GCct 31 | ast year.

On the ground floor of the PWIC s podi umbl ock, Press phot ographers t ook
pi ctures of those who cane to wi sh the PM

At the Dewan Tun Hussein Onn, accredited nenbers of the media were
joined by party menbers and supporters who had gathered to catch a gli npse
of the man of the hour.

At about 1.45am Abdul | ah obliged themand was greeted by shouts of
"Hi dup Pak Lah" as he nade his way through the crowd to the stage where he
made a short victory speech.

Oiginally, the Prime Mnister was to have his first Press conference in
that hall but the newsnen were out nunbered.

It would have been difficult to conduct a proper Press conference
wi t hout the questions and answers bei ng drowned by t he sound of
cel ebrations.

The medi a conference was then nmoved to the Mawar Room

| had covered many el ecti on-ni ght Press conferences before, starting
with the one held at Rumah Sabah al ong Jal an Anpang when Dr Mahathir | ed
his first general election in 1982.

After that, all election-night nedia conferences were held at the PWIC.
None of the previous ones had started earlier than 3am

Vel |, many new wakil rakyat will now start on another journey of their
political career.
If they followthe ground rules well, keep to their prom ses and trek

every nook and corner of their kawasan, they will find their journey
wor t hwhi [ e and rewar di ng.

Not only for thenselves but for their constituents as well. Syabas and
Sel amat Maj u Jaya!
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