24/ 06/ 2004
Mor e housewi ves and children with Al DS

By Anna Mari a
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Mdre housew ves and children than sex workers are
being infected with H'V and AIDS i n Mal aysi a.

Statistics by the Mal aysi an AIDS Council (MAC) reveal ed that a total of
1,120 housew ves and 467 chil dren bel ow 12 were i nfected wi th H V conpar ed
to 347 sex workers from 1986 to 2003.

During this period, there were 217 housew ves and 134 children infected
wi th Al DS conpared to only 43 cases invol ving sex worKkers.

Counci |l president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said the al arm ng
revel ation required a revi ew of the awareness canpai gn.

She sai d t he nunber of awareness canpai gns on AIDS carried out in
Mal aysi a was too snal|l and targeted only drug addi cts and sex workers.

"We are not sending the right nessage. Peopl e shoul d be nmade aware there
is actually a link between these two high risk groups and the public.

"Al DS can af fect everyone. Husbands who had been infected with HHV will
infect their wives while drug addicts can transnit the disease to their
spouses and babies," she told reporters after a briefing on the
Dai m er Chrysl er Red Ri bbon Medi a Awar ds 2004.

On a nore positive note, the nunber of H V cases in the country | ast
year recorded a three per cent drop from6,978 in 2002 to 6, 756.

In the sane period, the nunmber of AlIDS cases declined by al nost 10 per
cent from1, 193 to 1, 076.

Despite the declining cases, Marina highlighted that the total nunber of
wonen infected with H'V | ast year rose by seven per cent from629 cases to
673 cases as well as the 10 per cent increase in the nunber of wonen
infected with AIDS from 125 in 2002 to 137.

She sai d the increasi ng nunber of wormen infected with H V and Al DS
i ndi cated that the di sease was no | onger confined to the high-risk groups
but has started to penetrate nai nstreamsociety.

"Twenty years ago, people thought that this was a nmen's di sease. But now
it has affected wonen as well. This is a bad sign.

"W need nore progranmmes for wonmen, especially housewi ves, not only to
create awareness of AIDS but al so to address the issue.”

In conjunction with this, Marina urged all sectors to work together to
hel p address issues on Al DS.

"This is not solely aresponsibility of the Health Mnistry.

"What we need right nowis a national strategic plan so that all
mnistries can work together in addressing the AIDS problemin the
country."

The Red Ri bbon Medi a Award, which was introduced in 1996, is a biennial
event organi sed by MAC to recogni se and honour the rol e played by | ocal
nmedi a practitioners who have contri buted t owards educating the public
about H'V and Al DS.

Anong the past winners were New Straits Tinmes for print category, Asian-
Fam |ly.comfor web-based tal k show category and Q Pl ex Comuni cations for
Broadcast TV drama cat egory.

For the comi ng event, Marina hoped to see nore entries, especially from
Chi nese and Tami | newspapers to hel p spread t he awar eness of H V and Al DS
to a wider group of people.

Meanwhi | e, Dai ml er Chrysl er Mal aysi a has agreed to be the princi pal
sponsor of the Red Ri bbon Media Award for the next three series.

Coming in with a RM50, 000 sponsorshi p, Daim erChrysler Ml aysi a



presi dent and chi ef executive officer Frank Steinleitner viewed its
participationinthe event as a noral duty and comm tnment in contributing
to the local society.
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