24/ 01/ 2004

Ushering i n Chinese New Year with gaiety

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Ml aysi ans ushered in the Chinese New Year yesterday
with joy and gaiety, making a beeline to the open house hosted by
gover nment | eaders nati onwi de and t hrongi ng shoppi ng mal | s.

Wil e the playing with firecrackers i s banned, its sound coul d be heard
sporadically, ignited by the diehards. But the real lively noise canme from
t he druns and gongs of |ion dances which were in demand, especially in
af fl uent nei ghbour hoods.

Ang pows were given by the elders to children and teenagers in the
hundr eds of thousands. Traditional Chinese New Year neal s nade their
wel cone appearance al ong with t he usual Ml aysi an cui si ne of satay, fried
nmee and teh tarik.

For the first day of the year of the nonkey, the place to be were the
MCA open house at Wsnma MCA, Jal an Anpang, and t he Gerakan open house at
Menara PGRM i n Cheras.

Quests began converging at the first place as early as 8. 30amand were
wel coned by a |ion dance and MCA president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting and wife
Datin Seri Wendy Ong.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Razak, acconpani ed by his w fe, Datuk Rosmah
Mansor, and Cabinet Mnisters and their famlies, |ed the way.

However, it was the turnout of former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad and Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali that excited
t he crowd who waited outside the entrance to see the VIPs wal k by.

The cheers and cl aps were sincere, especially fromP. Selvaraj, a 48-
year-ol d di sabl ed man who canme fromKajang to see Dr Mahat hir and
shake hands with him

D. Pani erselvam 12, fromPandan | ndah, was ecstatic when he got to
shake hands with Dr Siti Hasmah.

Before | eaving the function, Dr Siti Hasmah said she was pl eased to see
Mal aysi ans and forei gners rejoicing.

"This kind of unity and harnmony shoul d continue,” she said, a sentinment
echoed by former MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik who said it
was "nice to see everyone mngling, regardl ess of race and age as it
resenbles the true spirit of a harnoni ous Ml aysi a".

Guests were entertained to performances by the China Beijing Opera and a
fashi on show by desi gners Eric Tho and Nazl een Che Ml Noor.

At the Gerakan open house hosted by its president, Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k, guests not only savoured a delicious spread, but were al so
entertained by traditional Chinese nusic and two artists displayingtheir
skills at traditional Chinese paper cutting and figurine-scul pting.

Speaki ng at the function, Abdull ah said the cel ebrati on was heral ded
with enthusiasmby all Ml aysi ans enj oyi ng econoni c prosperity and
political stability.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, who attended with wife Datin
Seri Indrani, wanted the unity to be the cornerstone in achieving the
common vi sion for a better Ml aysi a.

| f Mal aysi ans enj oyed t he occasion, foreign tourists were sinply awed.

Eri k Di enske, 32, and his sister Marieke, 30, fromAnsterdam here on a
t hree-week vacation, were amazed that national | eaders joined
i n the Chinese New Year cel ebrations with the people.

"It is niceto see howfriendly |l eaders are with everyone," he said. "In



our country, it is not often that | eaders get together with people in
celebrating festivals likethis. It is awonderful environnment, really.
Back hone, the Chinese community cel ebrates nodestly."

I n Serenmban, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mbhd | sa Samad, who is al so State
Bari san Nasi onal chai rnman, joi ned thousands of guests at the MCA and
Ger akan open house hel d respectively at the Serenban Miuni ci pal Counci |
hal I and the Gerakan head office in Jal an Tem ang.

An acrobatic show by a teamfrom Yunan, China, was the highlight of the
open house at the MCA open house while a fashion show showcased t he
Ger akan open house.

In1poh, Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali said the
Year of the Monkey was believed to be prosperous and one shoul d not m ss
the opportunity to venture into new areas which could turn out to be
lucrative and rewardi ng.

"Monkeys are known to be cl ever and resourceful and if we can adopt such
characteristics we can succeed i n any undertaki ng. Malaysiais a small
country, but we have many intelligent and har dwor ki ng peopl e who have nade
waves | ocally and gl obal ly."
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