26/ 07/ 2004

Dr M Devel oped nations should pay for our tal ent

MALACCA, Sun. - Devel oped countries should not be all owed to poach
Mal aysi an talent for free, forner Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad
sai d today.

He said those wanting the services of Ml aysi an overseas graduat es
shoul d be made to pay for them

He sai d graduat es shoul d be categorised as intell ectual property as the
Gover nrent had spent a huge sumof noney providing themw th educati on.

"Devel oped countries often end up getting the best talent w thout having
to bear any costs. So, just |like the case of any other intellectual
property, those who want the services of our graduates shoul d be nade to
pay for them" he said after receiving an honorary Doctorate i n Know edge
Sci ence fromthe Miul tinedi a Uni versity here today.

He was commenting on efforts by the Governnent to get Ml aysi an tal ent
abroad to return.

Prime M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi was yest erday reported
as saying that the Government would step up efforts to attract Mal aysi an
tal ent abroad.

He said nmore woul d be done to make sure that Mal aysia's best and
brightest in foreign universities were not poached by other countri es.

A conprehensive plan to achieve the aimis being drawn up to get
Mal aysi an scientists and ot her experts to return hone.

Voi ci ng his support for the Governnent's plans, Dr Mahathir said it
could not be denied that sone graduates were tenpted by the high salaries
and j ob opportunities in devel oped countries.

To counter this, it was only logical that nore conpetitive perks be
of fered to woo the graduates to return.

"Al t hough t he perks of fered may not be as attractive (as in devel oped
countries), graduates must realise the cost of livingin Malaysiais far
| ess than in devel oped countries."

Earlier, Dr Mahathir received his doctorate fromMil tinmedia University
chancel lor Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali at the university's fifth
convocation at Dewan Seri Negeri .

The award is in recognition of his contributions in the field of science
and technol ogy during his tenure as Prinme M nister.

Atotal of 2,585 graduates received their scrolls at the convocati on,
whi ch was al so attended by Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam
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