02/ 07/ 2004

Misa reflects on Dr Ms qualities

BANG, Thurs. - At a conference in Doha, Qatar |ast nonth, Tan Sri Misa
H tamwas asked to describe i n one word how Mal aysi a had becone a Muslim
country.

After pausing for a few seconds, the former Deputy Prinme Mnister
produced this terse reply: "Mahathir."

"When | told (Tun) Dr Mahat hir (Mohanad) about this in China a few weeks
ago, he was surprised,” Miusa said during the premer talk of Institut
Pem ki ran Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad under the auspices of Universiti Uara
Mal aysi a today. "He had never heard ne give such prai ses before."

The tal k was | aunched by Hi gher Education Mnistry's Parliamentary
Secretary Datuk Dr AdhamBaba at the I nstitut Lati han Kesel amat an Sosi al
KWSP here.

To understand the nman behi nd Mal aysi a's success, Musa called for a
critical analysis of Dr Mahathir's personality, achi evenents and ni st akes.
Musa had served as Deputy Prine Mnister in Dr Mahathir's Cabinet from

1981 until he resigned in 1986 during a well-publicised falling out.

Musa al so teaned up with fornmer rival Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah t o unseat
Dr Mahat hir as Umo presi dent and CGhaf ar Baba as deputy president in the
party's 1987 el ection but the bids failed.

Wi | e Tengku Razal ei gh eventually formed the Umo splinter party
Semangat 46, Musa withdrew fromactive politics and served t he Gover nnent
i n various anbassadori al postings.

Many reading material s today, Misa said, either overly praised or
criticised Dr Mahathir. "Such extremismin one's witing create doubt
anong acadeni cians and intellectual sregardingthewiters' credibility."

Despite his past entanglement, it was obvi ous Misa still had a great
affinity for Dr Mahathir.

"He was a very curious man who al ways asked questions,"” he said. "Due to
his thirst for know edge, Dr Mahathir | oves to read books and magazi nes.
Once he likes an idea, he will inplenent it.

"Inthe first five years as the fourth Prine Mnister, nmy goodness, we
(the ministers) faced rapid fire ideas fromDr Mahathir. This had caused
confusion anong the officers as the i deas were so advanced. The officers
were at a |l oss. Some of the i deas ended up not being inplenented."

Musa al so reveal ed a ni ckname for Dr Mahathir that not many peopl e knew.

"He was al so known as the bonoh (healer) for his ability to heal any
probl emand Osaj efu, or Chanaian for “redeener' for his knack to regain
what was | ost.

Musa descri bed Dr Mahathir as a | eader who won't easily budge froma
deci si on he had studied carefully.

"Adnmitting a mstake is a sign of weakness for Dr Mahathir," he said.
"He possessed supreme confidence and conviction in what he did."

To nudge Mal ays towards progress and devel opnent, Misa said, Dr Mahathir
had to use provocation.
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