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Dr eam kanpung houses for the I ower-incone fanmlies

Alina Sinon
"FOR sal e. Doubl e-storey traditional kanpung house i n Kedah!

"Thr ee- bedroom two-bathroomwith a large plot of |and conplete with
fruit trees |ike durian, duku, coconut, mango, ci ku and nangosteen. No
fencing. Located in a newmy-built village self-contai ned devel opment with
pl enty of nmodern anenities. Just conpl et ed.

"Fl exi bl e | oan repaynment schene. Price between RM39, 000 and RM43, 000. "

An advertisenent |like this would reasonably receive a del uge of
inquiries but, alas, houses like this will never be sold on the open
mar ket .

These houses were in fact built for the | ower-income families in Kubang
Pasu district, who earn a nonthly i ncone of under RM, 000.

Known as Kanpung Tradisi, the project is a glinpse into what future | ow
cost housing projects for the rural poor can be.

I nstead of the usual single-storey |ink houses or high-rise flats in
cranped communi ti es, Kampung Tradi si al |l ows residents to enj oy nodern
amenities in a true kanpung setting

Resi dents get to enjoy the best of both worlds.

The Kanpung Tradi si programre is jointly undertaken by the Prine
M nister's Departnent and t he Kedah Governnent.

Two pilot projects have been conpl eted involving the construction of 352
houses in Tem n and Bi njal in Kubang Pasu district, north of Alor Star.

Kanmpung Tradi si Lenbah Keriang i n Jal an Si ntok, Temin, has 191 units on
a 26.6ha site.

Anot her 161 units are at Kanpung Tradi si Paya Pahl awan in Binjal on
31. 2ha of I and.

The houses are two-storey units.

On the ground floor is a bedroom kitchen, dining area and toilet.

Anot her two bedroons, atoilet and aliving roomare on the second fl oor.

Two sets of staircases |link the upper and | ower storeys. One is inside
the house; the other outside

The project was started in Cct 2002. The houses are now ready for
occupation and resi dents are expected to nove i n soon

Proj ect devel oper Pedoman Semarak Sdn Bhd's company secretary and
fi nance manager Mbhanad Hatar Ismail said the project was the first of its
kind in the country, and m ght be used as a bl ueprint for nodern rural
villages in the future

He sai d several States, including Johor, Perak, Ml acca and Negeri
Senbi | an, had expressed interest in starting simlar villages to address
the housi ng needs of |lower-incone fanmilies in rural areas.

Mohamad Hatar said the idea of a well-planned nodern vill age was noot ed
by forner Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad several years ago, when
he cited exanpl es of howsmal|l ham ets in Engl and grewto becone t owns

He said the fornmer prem er specifically wanted the traditional concept
of comunity livingto be nmaintained while incorporating nodern features.

"The idea of kampung living is idyllic, wth wooden houses and enough
| and around themto rear poultry and plant trees," Mhamad Hat ar sai d.

He said the houses are linked to a central sewage treatnent plant, and
ot her anenities such as a nosque for the village in Tenmin and a surau in
Bi nj al

Each Kanmpung Tradi si conmunity will al so have a police station, a
clinic, acomunity resource centre, offices for the vill age head, a post



of fice, a market, a kindergarten and shops.

The design al so incorporates cul de-sac roads to mnimse traffic and
make the roads safe for children

Each unit will have a fl oor area of between 727 and 743 square feet,
while the | and area i s between 10, 000 and 12, 000 square feet.

Fl ood mitigation measures were al so included, with a pond built to store
excess water run-off during rainy seasons. It will also serve as a
recreational spot for the nei ghbourhood.

"The buyers are actually getting a bargai n because the project is
heavily subsi dised, with the State Governnent providing the land while the
construction cost i s borne by the Federal Governnent," sai d Mohanad Hat ar

"The total cost for the project is about RMO nmillion and the buyers are
getting the house at a bargain price sinceit is valued at RvBO, 000 per
unit if sold in the open nmarket.

"The beauty of it is that the houses are already conpleted with the
Certificate of Fitness issued for Kampung Temi n and a tenporary CF for
Binjal."

Five types of fruit trees and herbal plants |ike serai wangi and pandan
are already planted to hel p demarcate property boundari es.

"The prospective buyers need only to wash their feet and go i n because
t he houses are al ready conpl eted and ready for occupation.”

Houseowners are al so all owed to make renovations or to build additiona
houses on their | and, on pre-approved gui delines and desi gns, by applying
to the local authority.

"But they nust maintain the facade and the spirit of the traditional
village and this rules out tearing the house down to build a bungal ow," he
sai d.

The houses may even becone the | atest tourist attraction as there are
pl ans by the State Government to pronote it as a nodel village.
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