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Artful famly

By Zakri Baharudin

THE Mal aysian fam |y with the nost artists, according to the Mal aysi an
Book of Records, is headed by a forner police chief, ZAKRI BAHARUDI N
di scovers. Pictures by FARI SA | SMAI L and CHOO CHOY MNAY.

ONE woul d expect forner Sarawak Conmi ssioner of Police Datuk Mohd Yusof f
Jaafar to have some not-so-pretty tales to tell, after having spent nost
of his 35-year career in the Special Branch.

Presumabl y, many woul d be cl oak-and-dagger stuff, trained as he was at
Mal aysi a' s equi val ent of Anerica's FBI or the Cl A. Some m ght even be X-
File-ish.

Yet this interviewhas nothing to dowth all those adventures, for it
concerns the man's commtment to - would you believe it - art!

In the office, he helped maintain | aw and order. At hone, wherever that
m ght be, Yusoff, 57, ensured that there was al ways space for his children
to put paint on canvas.

In the Mal aysi an Book of Records, Yusoff holds the distinction of being
the head of the faml|ly with the nost nunmber of artists.

Fromhi s el dest daughter Nurhayati, 29, to four-year-old Nursuraya, each
and every one of his seven children boasts sonme formof artistic mastery,
whet her wat ercol our, oil, pencil or crayon.

In fact, there are nine artists in the famly - and one resident critic,
not her Datin Hazi mah Ham d, 49. Son-in-law Ni k Rafin N k Mistapha, 30, is
a painter-architect.

Wth the addition of daughter-in-law, Wan Fareza Wan Mhd Azni, the
record could well be rewitten this year. Fareza is an accountant but is
fast picking up a thing or two in art.

It obviously takes hard work and di scipline to nurture in children a
passion for art. However, Yusoff seens to know howto go about it.

First, he created an area conducive for such creative pursuits. A corner
of the house is always allocated for themto draw and paint. And taking
part in art conpetitions hel ped maintain their notivation

"I strongly believe that comm tnent and t oget herness will | ead to higher
| evel s of success and | decided to bring ny famly closer through art,"”
says Yusoff.

"Huran rel ati onshi ps are the source of nost of both life's happiness and
pain. Finding a conmon platformto serve as a sacred bond is vital in
mai ntai ning the famly's rhyt hmof happi ness.

"Art has provided ne that platform It has given ne the strength and
staninato raise ny children's consci ousness of the wonderful col ours of
the Creator and his creations.

"As with many ot her popul ar pastines, art can be enjoyed by the whol e
famly. Fromny experience as a policenan, | believe strengtheningthe
institution of the famly is one way to aneliorate the probl ens of
society."

Actual ly, Yusoff had been sketching | ong before he took up | aw
enforcenent. He renmenbers well the day his obsession with art kicked in.

It was during art class in FormOne at the Sultan Abdul Hamid College in
Al or Setar, Kedah.

"That day, the teacher had brought a pineapple for us to sketch,"
recalls Yusoff. "At the end of the class, the teacher picked out two
exanpl es.

"The first, which bel onged to Sai fuddi n Hashim won the teacher's



approval . The ot her pi ece, which the teacher said | ooked |i ke a squatting
“Chief Sitting Bull', was m ne.

"The whol e cl ass | aughed at ny "“pineapple', and fromthat day on, | was
determi ned to sonehow beat Sai fuddin."

But Sai fuddin went on to win the school's Best Art Prize for the next
three years. It wasn't until in FormFive that Yusoff finally managed to
outcl ass his good friend and ant agoni st .

"Later | realised that |I could also nake a living fromart; which is why
I always tell ny children they don't have to get rich posthumously,” he

grins.
Anong t hose who sought out Yusoff's services then was his headmast er
Jogi nder Singh Jessey. He did the cover and illustrations in the latter's

book Mal aysia in Wrld History. He al so | anded j obs fromvari ous
government departnents

"I was "l oaded' at that tinme because | used to get an art assi gnnent
al nost every week," adnmits Yusoff, whose first job was with the Religi ous
Departnent in Kedah

But after two years, Yusoff (who was an active boy scout and had al ways
been keen on a career in uniform signed up to jointhe police forcein
Novenber, 1969.

His first posting was as a Special Branch officer in the Besut district
in May 1970. But in 1975, after passing his HSC exani nati ons the year
before, Yusoff decided to pursue a degree in Social Science at Universiti
Sai ns Mal aysi a.

Upon graduation, Yusoff spent nine nonths in Penang's Special Branch
Departnent before he becane a senior |ecturer at the Special Branch
Training Institutionin Jalan Gurney, Kuala Lunpur (1979-1983).

Hi s | ongest stint was for seven years as Head of Special Branch in
Terengganu (1983-1990), after which he went back to the Special Branch
Training Institution, this tine as commandant (1990-1994).

He returned to Penang as Deputy Chief Police Oficer (1994-1997), held
t he same post in Pahang (1997-1999) and became CPO of Terengganu in 1999-
2001.

He was the Conmi ssioner of Police in Sarawak for two years before
retiring | ast year. The Sarawak CGovernment then got himto serve as
advisor tothe Mnistry of Social Devel opment and Ur bani sation, and he
hel d the post for seven nonths until January.

"The contract was for two years, but | decided to shortenit for the
sake of the famly who were all in Kuala Lunpur,” he confesses.

It was in 1993 when the Yusoffs - who presently run their own art studio
called the Golden Palette in Subang Jaya - first gained internationa
recognition.

Inachildren's art conpetition hosted by the A ynpic Council of
Mal aysi a, 10 draw ngs were sel ected for the | aunch of the I nternationa
O ynpic Conmttee's Art Museumin Switzerland. O the 10 draw ngs, three
were created by Yusoff's children - Nurazmal, Nursyuhadah and Nur hi dayah.

To the delight of the nation, out of the 6,999 paintings entered for the
Wrld Children's Art Conpetitionin Lausanne, Nuraznal's piece, Rhythmof
the O ynpics, won the top prize

Today, Nurazmal, 26, is married to Fareza and runs his own studio in
Shah Al am Nur hi dayah, 24, is pursuing a degree in design and adverti sing
at the Mara University of Technology (U TM in Shah Alam while
Nur syuhadah, 19, is doing her first year in architecture at the
International |slamc University.

In addition to art, 14-year-old Nurfarhana has al so taken up acting and
debuted in a TV3 Mal ay drama i n March. Her brother, Nursalihin, 11, often
pi cks cats as his subject while four-year-old Nursuraya uses mainly



crayons.

Two years ago in Kuching, the Yusoffs held their first ever joint
exhi bition. Themed All inthe Fanily, the event showased 110 artworks, of
whi ch 98 pi eces were sol d.

"It was a success and there were many positive reviews. In total, we
col l ected RML15, 000 fromthe sal es and 15 per cent of it was donated to
t he Sarawak Autistic Associ ation,"” says Yusoff, whose own wat er col our
Kel eti han, fetched RVB, 000

"We plan to host another exhibition called All in the Famly 2 in Kual a
Lunmpur sonetime in May, and hopeful |y Tun Mahat hir Mohamad will be
avai l abl e to | aunch the event."

But the famly's artistic talents are not limted to capturing i mages on
canvas. As atribute to his fellowofficers on his | ast day as Police
Com ssi oner on January 31, 2003, Yusoff nade a conpilation of songs on the
kar aoke machi ne.

"I recorded a few of ny favourite songs which woul d be appropriate for
ny last day in the force. | decided to nane the conpil ation Last Journey
in Sarawak, but | have yet to nake copies of it on CD, " he says.

"The famly is also toying with the i dea of staging a nusica
per formance for our comng exhibition. It's possible as we have a coupl e
of keyboard players, two guitarists and a handful of singers. But nothing
is confirned, as we are still at the planning stage."

Wth so many artists under one roof, there nust be differences in
opinion fromtinme to time? "Frequently", according to Yusoff, but he
encourages it, solong as they are positive criticisns. "Still, there are
times | have to bring in the FRU, " he | aughs.

Yusoff's favourite subject is nature, and that, he believes, has al so
hel ped himin his career as a police officer. "I never once | ost ny tenper
inall nmy years in the service. The canvas has al ways provided ne with an
outlet."”

So who says artists nmust always be | onely, tortured soul s?

( END)
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