21/ 06/ 2004

Avoi d factionalism Umo nenbers warned

KEPALA BATAS, Sun. - Just days before Umo's 191 divisions begin their
annual general neetings to nomi nate candi dates for top posts in the
party's triennial polls in Septenber, acting president Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi issued the perennial el ection warning - avoid factionalismor
have a weakened party.

Fresh froml eadi ng Umo and the Bari san Nasional to their best-ever
victory in a general election, three nonths ago, Abdul | ah sought to nip in
the bud any attenpt by disgruntled party menbers to formcanps within the
party.

Warni ng that the exi stence of different canps would result in infighting
and factionalism Abdullah, whois |likely to be unopposed as Umo
presi dent, said:

"When there are canps, there will be conflicts. Wen this happens, all
nmenbers in the divisionwll becone involved. There will be trouble and
Umo's unity will be threatened."

Abdul I ah' s conments were apparently tinmed to rem nd party nenbers,
jubil ant over their electoral victory, that splits and di sunity would only
weaken them I n previous party el ections, especially in 1987 and 1993,
factionalismand the form ng of teans | ed to acri noni ous exchanges and
aninosity that lingered |l ong after the outcone of the el ecti on was
settl ed.

Bot h Abdul | ah and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, who is
Umo vice-president and is expected to wi n uncontested as deputy
president, were in the thick of both the 1987 and 1993 party polls. The
first, afailed attenpt to unseat then party president Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamed, | ed to his chall enger Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah and hi s supporters
form ng a separate party call ed Semangat 46.

Senmangat 46 forned an alliance with Pas and the DAP which resulted in
Pas wi nning in Kel antan, a State it still controls although with a wafer-
thin najority.

In 1993, then Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimformed the
"Vision Team' to oust then deputy president Tun Gnhafar Baba and his
supporters. They succeeded, but the effects of that battle caused nore
fissures in the party.

After Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prime Mnister in 1998, many of his
followers left Umo and forned the Keadil an party which fought Umo in
1999. In a repeat of the 1990 el ections, Keadilan backed the DAP and Pas
and Umo ended up | osing one nore State - Terengganu

While the majority of the Semangat 46 nenbers have re-joined Umo, many
Keadi | an | eaders have al so defected and are noweither in Umo or quietly
supporting it.

Abdul | ah, in his first election as Prime Mnister, | ed Umo and the BN
to a resoundi ng victory, westing back Terengganu, naki ng vast gains in
Kel antan for the party's best show ng since 1986, and snaring 90 per cent
of the seats in Parlianent.

Today, Abdul | ah, who al so heads the Kepal a Batas Umo di vi sion, said
menbers knew t hose who had of fered to contest divisional posts. The
menbers, he said, coul d assess aspiring candi dates based on nmerit and
deci de whet her they were best suited to | ead.

"Hence, | do not see any reason for setting up canps, as this can | ead
to conflict anobng thensel ves," he said.
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