14/ 01/ 2004

Not a bad start for new PM says article

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - An article in the International Herald Tribune has
said Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw ' s conbi nati on of
conpet ence and nodest deneanour may have gi ven hi msuperior credentials in
Sout heast Asi a where | eadership i s | acking or | acks appropri ate nodesty.

"Not a bad start for Malaysia's newPrinme Mnister” was the title of an
article by Philip Bowing published in today's edition of the IHT.

Abdul | ah' s "conpet ence and nodest deneanour™ were noted in his approach
to mega projects and his all-out attack agai nst corruption.

"Abdul l ah is so far naki ng the nost of his reputati on as a nodest nan,
surprising those who believed that to be i noffensive was to be
i neffective," Bowing wote.

The article said that since Abdull ah cane i nto power, "several grandi ose
public projects (were) placed under review. Appointnents ... have
enphasi sed prof essi onal i smexpected by a prine nminister who was once a
civil servant hinself.

"Corruption is now acknow edged to be a maj or problemand the anti -
corruption agency has sprung back tolife. Apublic ethics instituteis
bei ng establ i shed and a commission will examne the ... credibility of the
police".

Bowri ng sai d Abdul | ah appeal ed to Mal ays with his "courteous manner" and
religious credentials "which he does not wear on his sl eeve".

At a tine when Pas has assuned a nore extreni st stand, Abdull ah's
"pluralistic approach to social and religious issues" put himin good
st ead.

Abdul I ah' s reputation for honesty, belief in publicinstitutions and
freedomfrombeing "in thrall of big business" indicated the onset of a
freer Mal aysia, Bowing wote.

"There is a reasonabl e chance that the i ndependence of the bureaucracy
and judiciary ... will revive".

Abdul I ah's style seens to hint that he would try to forge a Mal aysi a
where "quality counts nore than quantity, where integrity matters", the
article said.

Despite a markedly different style fromformer Prinme Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, Abdul | ah was expected to foll ow his predecessor in the
gradual reduction of Malay privil eges, pronoting a personal faith for
Muslims and ethnic integration in schools.

Anong Abdul | ah' s international achievenents were taking a | ess "abrasive
posture” towards the United States and Si ngapore, and i npl ementi ng car
tariffs under the Asean Free Trade Area agreenent, Bowing noted.

Descri bing the com ng general el ection and Umo el ection as the "bi ggest
political tests", Bowing said both woul d show Abdullah's ability to
"domi nate a notoriously faction-ridden organisation".

There was al so a conment on the appoi ntnent of Deputy Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak, that he was the "best choi ce of the three nost
seni or Umo of fice-hol ders".
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