29/ 11/ 2004

“Asean too soft on Myanmar

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Asean Governments have been "too soft for too | ong”
wi th Myanmar, according to the Asean Inter-Parlianentary Caucus on Myannmar
t oday.

Interimpresident Datuk Zaid | brahimsaid continuing the soft approach
towar ds Myannmar woul d not solve the situation there

"Asean MPs feel that their Governnents have definitely been too soft,
too long with Myanmar.

"The mlitary Governnment has not kept its promises to us - why are we
protecting t hen?"

Zaid said Myanmar's internal problens were becom ng a burden to Asean
and regional |eaders should be firmw th Myanmar

"They must speak with one voice and tell the nmlitary that what they are
doing i s unacceptable and that if they persist, Myanmar nmay be suspended
fromAsean," he said after closing a two-day gathering of Asean
parlianentari ans on Myannar.

In a statenment issued today, those present pushed for the urgent
uncondi tional rel ease of denocratically-el ected | eader Aung San Suu Kyi
and the restoration of her civil and denocratic rights.

"W al so note with grave concern Myannar's schedul ed assunpti on of the
Asean chai rmanshi p in 2006, which in the absence of substantial and
meani ngful denocratic reforns, woul d be severely detrinental to Asean,"
said the statenent, which will be forwarded to regional |eaders in tine
for the Asean Summit schedul ed for tonorrow and Tuesday.

Zaid stressed that if positive steps were not taken by the mlitary-run
state, Asean should review or suspend Myanmar's nenbershi p and
chai rmanship in 2006

"Adm tting theminto Asean was not a nistake. When the forner Prine
M ni ster (Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad) pushed for its nenbership in 1997, the
Myanmar Government promised all sorts of things, and we believed they
woul d toe the line. Unfortunately after all these years, they've done
not hi ng. "

"The first step would be to release Suu Kyi. She represents the voice of
the people, their aspirations. Her detention is unacceptable.”

Myanmar has been ruled by the mlitary since 1962. CGeneral el ections
were held in 1990, but the current Governnent refused to hand over power
al t hough Suu Kyi's party won a |l andslide victory. She has been detained
since May 2003.

The statenent also called on United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan
to urgently convene a Security Council neeting to fornul ate a roadmap
towards denocratic and constitutional reformin Myannar.
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