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Dr M IT nakes know edge quest easier

M Hanzah Janal udi n

TRONOH, Thurs. - New y-appoi nted chancel |l or of Universiti Teknol ogi
Petronas, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, said today t he advancenent in

i nformation technol ogy has made the quest for know edge nuch easi er and
t hat anyone coul d becone an expert in any chosen fi el d.

There was no reason for anyone to be left behind in the process of
acqui ring know edge as the present technol ogy had enabl ed themto
understand even Einstein's theory of relativity in just a few days, he
sai d.

"Accessible information stored inthe Internet is enornmous. If a
m crochip can store infornmati on froma set of encycl opaedi a, just inagine
what we can get fromconputers which have hi gh nunbers of these
m crochi ps,"” he said in his acceptance speech as UTP chancel lor at a
convocation at the university's main hall.

Dr Mahathir is the second UTP chancel | or after the | ate Raja Tun Mhar
Raj a Badi ozaman who di ed on June 8, |ast year.

The former Prime Mnister said the people must grab the opportunity to
mast er know edge as it could help bring themto a higher |evel of
civilisation.

"The opportunity is wi de open and pl ease do not | et the narrow m nded
peopl e stop us."

He said people in Mal aysia were fortunate as there were 17 public
uni versities and dozens of private institutions of higher |earning where
t hey coul d pursue their studies.

"Education could hel p inprove one's living standard and wi || eventual ly
contribute to the success of the community and nation. A successful nation
will then create a higher level of civilisation whichwll benefit the
peopl e," he said.

He said the setting up of UTP itself was significant as it had al |l oned
| ocal and foreign students to master the know edge and technol ogy rel ated
to the petrol eumindustry.

He sai d many countries, which were bestowed with natural resources
i ncl udi ng petrol eum did not have the know edge and t echnol ogy and,

t herefore, depended on others to exploit such resources.

"We are | ucky because we do not take the easy way out by all owi ng others
to extract our petroleumand only take the sal es conm ssion,"” he said.

Mal aysi a has, instead, opted for a smarter sol ution by encouraging its
people to master the know edge and technol ogy in the rel evant fields.

"Al t hough our oil reserves are quite small, our approach has enabl ed us
to becone one of the main players in the industry,” said Dr Mahathir, who
is al so Petronas advi ser.

At the function, Dr Mahathir was conferred an honorary doctorate in
engi neering and technol ogy by the university.

He received the award from UTP pro-chancell or Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul
Abi di n.

Present were Dr Mahathir's wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali, Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli CGhazali, UTP pro-chancellor Tan Sri Mhd
Hassan Marican and UTP rector Dr Rosti Saruwono.
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