24/ 03/ 2004
Farewel | dinner for Dr Siti Hasnah

| skandar Al ang; Ranj eet ha Paki am

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Sayi ng goodbye i s never easy, especially to a woman
much respected for her contributions to the country, and the farewel |

di nner by the Associ aton of Wves of Cvil Servants and Wmen G vi l
Servants (Puspanita) for its forner patron Tun Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali was
no | ess poignant.

Acconpani ed by her husband, former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, Dr Siti Hasmah was greeted by nore than 500 Puspanita menbers who
had gathered at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre's Merdeka Hal | .

Al so present were MP for Pekan Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, his wife
Dat uk Rosmah Mansor, MP for Lenbah Pant ai Dat uk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil,

Chi ef Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sansudi n Gsnan and Puspanita
head Puan Sri Suslita Abdul Mjid.

Dr Siti Hasmah said she was proud to have had the chance to work with
the many tal ented wonen of Puspanit a.

"Puspanita was established with the purpose of creating a vehicle for
wi ves of civil servants and wonen civil servants to contribute to society
t hrough various activities and projects," she said.

Dr Siti Hasmah hoped Puspanita woul d reach greater hei ghts under Datin
Seri Endon Mahnood.

"The association is actually the brain child of my husband. He was
inspired after afamly trip to I ndonesiain 1975 where we were warmy
greet ed by t he wonenf ol k who were especially skilled in cultural dances
and greeting customns.

"These wonen bel onged to a group call ed Dhar mawani t a whi ch was
established to enhance their role in society. Their patron was the wife of
t he I ndonesi an presi dent and t housands of wonmen fromall over the country
were nmenbers of the group,"” she said.

On returning to Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir suggested the formation of a
simlar group here and the result was the establishnment of Puspanitain
1983.

The evening was filled with col ourful perfornmances by Puspanita menbers,
but the highlight of the night yesterday was the duet by the fornmer first
coupl e. The crowd cheered appreci atively when they sang a Mal ay cl assi c,
Pungguk Ri ndukan Bul an.



	Farewell dinner for Dr Siti Hasmah (NST 24/03/2004)

