18/ 06/ 2004
Dr M Kedah shoul d charge Penang for water

By Noor Adzman Bahar uddi n

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - The State Governnent has been urged to charge the
Penang State Government for rawwater it has been supplying free-of-
charge.

Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, in naking the call, also
urged the State Governnent to rai se t he annual RMLO, 000 "| ease" paynent
for Penang i sl and and Provi nce Wl | esl ey (as Seberang Prai was known t hen)
to a nore reasonabl e rate.

"Unli ke Kedah, Penang is arich State. Kedah wants to become a devel oped
State by 2010, but doesn't have nuch funds to spur the econony.

"So the State Governnent nust seriously consider charging Penang for raw
wat er and raising the | ease anobunt," he said at a thank you di nner
organi sed by the State Government here | ast night in recognition of his
contributions tothe State during his tenure as Prine Mnister.

Dr Mahathir said his call for Kedah to charge Penang for raw water was
nore pressing considering the nation's water supply would be privatised
soon.

“I don't think it is fair for athird party to reap the profits fromthe
free water supplied by Kedah. Even the Johor State Governnent i s charging
three sen per 1,000 gallons of raw water to Singapore and 30 sen per 1,000
gal l ons of untreated water to Mal acca.

"However, Kedah had never asked for a single sen fromPenang. | am not
trying to instigate the Kedah State Governnent, but Kedah is a poor State
conpared to Penang and yet it provides raw water for free.

"I feel thisis not right and unfair," he said to a thunderous appl ause
fromthe 1,000 guests, who included the Sultan of Kedah and the Sul t anah.

Acconpanyi ng Dr Mahathir was his wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali.

On the annual | ease paynent, Dr Mahathir said Kedah was tricked by the
British then when they paid the rental in Straits Dollars instead of
Spani sh Dol | ars.

"I have done ny home work on this. The Col onial Governnent then was to
have pai d 6,000 Spani sh Dol lars for Penang island and 4, 000 Spani sh
Dol I ars for Province Wl | esl ey, which is equival ent to about RMLOO, 000,
but instead nmade the payment in Straits Dol l ars.

"The present RMLO, 000 | ease is not even enough to buy a | ow cost house, "
he said.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed his thanks to the State Governnent, its
| eaders and t he people for their support when he was Prime M nister.

I n Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon net with several State
Executive Councillors over Dr Mahathir's renarks.

Sources said Koh is expected to call for a Press conference tonorrowto
announce the deci sions made at the nmeeting.
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