18/ 04/ 2004

Engi neers honour Dr Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad was
toni ght conferred the Institute of Engi neers' Distingui shed Honorary
Fel l ow for his contribution to the engineering profession and the nation.

Dr Mahathir is the first individual to receive this award, the hi ghest
recogni tion bestowed by | EM

The presentation was held in conjunction with I|EM s annual di nner and
Awards Ni ght at the Pal ace of Gol den horses in Seri Kenbangan, near here.

The citation, read by | EMpast president Datuk Ahrmad Zai dee Lai din, said
Dr Mahathir, the fourth and | ongest-serving Prinme Mnister, had the gift
of an abi di ng, passionate and all pervadi ng concern for the well-being,
progress and noderni sation of Ml aysi a.

"The pace Dr Mahat hir set was exuberant, exhilarating and, above all,
hugely excitingwith a nmyriad of possibilities." Dr Mahathir, the citation
read, was determ ned to take Mal aysi a out of a "rubber and tin econony"
and into a brave new world of expanded hori zons and weal th creation driven
by sci ence, engi neering and technol ogy initiatives.

"I't will not be often that the IEMwi Il honour a nedical practitioner
but Dr Mahat hir has achi eved what engi neers col | ectively sel domenvi sion."

In his acceptance speech, Dr Mahathir said that as a boy he was very
interested in engineering as it was an intriguing, conplex and skil ful
pr of essi on.

"Engi neers do wonderful things and wi thout themwe woul d not have cone
so far," he said.

He said the way a clock ticks away al ways fascinated him so nmuch so
that he once dismantled one but failed to reassenble it.

He sai d engi neers were a group of precise people and "I hope to speak
i ke them

"They are not people who say somet hing and nean anot her."

| EM pr esi dent Abang Abdul | ah Abang Ali presented the award.
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