20/ 06/ 2004

“Let us not discuss water payment'

PENANG Sat. - Let's stop the water paynent tal ks, said Chief Mnister Tan
Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon.

I nst ead, Penang and Kedah shoul d | ook at the big picture, at how cl ose
the two States have al ways been, he said.

Stressing once agai n that Sungai Miuda was a conmmon river flow ng between
the two States, he said it would be difficult for Penang to work out how
much it shoul d pay for the raw water from Kedah. .

"Let us not discuss this further. It is not the right thing to do. The
two St ates have conpl enent ed each other' efforts towards i nproving the
prosperity of the nation.

"W have al ways had a cl ose rel ati onshi p and Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s
recent comrents only serve to renmind us of this closeness,”" he told
reporters after officiating the 5th biennial annual general neeting of the
Soci ety of the Blind, Mal aysia at the Konpl eks Tabung Haji i n Bayan Lepas
here.

More than 450 nenbers fromall over Mal aysia attended the two-day
neeti ng whi ch began today.

Koh was earlier asked if Penang was prepared to pay for raw water from
Kedah if it was requested to do so by the latter.

Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zai n, who was al so asked
this yesterday, said the State was still trying to determ ne the nethod
and anount of paynment for raw water to Penang.

He sai d when Kedah agreed to supply Penang with raw water free-of-charge
years ago, it was nmeant for donestic and agricultural use.

"Penang has since diversified its econony and is now using a | ot of
water for its industrial estates,” he was quoted as sayi ng after openi ng
the Kilang Ais Umo branch neeting i n Kual a Kedah.

Koh's i mredi at e response was t hat Penang's i ndustrial devel opment had
contributed towards the expansion of industries in Kedah.

"Penang wil | continue to participate in any activity which will benefit
the two States in future. Let us work for the people in both States,"” he
added.

At today's function, Koh presented the society's excellence quality
award (i ndividual category) to Mohaned Ismail fromKual a Ter engganu.

The 52-year-ol d Mohaned was recogni sed for introducing refl exol ogy
courses to the blind and establishing a braille library and several
conputer centres along the east coast.

Earlier, Koh said the State Governnent woul d seriously consider the
requests by society menbers to inprove their quality of life.

"The State Government is nore than willing to hel p. Submit the details
on your requests so that we can address the issues nore effectively," he
sai d.

The soci ety, headed by presi dent Mah Hassan Onar, has branches in 11
States and nore than 3, 000 registered nenbers.
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