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Rej ect these religious bigots

P.G
I AMan ordinary Ml aysi an. | have had a decent chil dhood and a decent
education. | have a decent job, which gives ne three square neal s a day

and hel ps nme pay for ny children's education and nmy house and car |oans
When nmy children are older and go to college, | will make use of the
government loan facility for higher education. | amsaving alittle of ny
salary for ny old age

I amlucky that I can go to a governnent hospital or clinic for
treatnment. That anounts to a huge saving as heal th costs are exorbitant
and unaf fordabl e in other countries. | amhappy that | can safely wal k the
streets at 9pm | wouldn't dare do so in New York or London. Perhaps, what
is nost gratifying is that | amable to followthe religion of my choice
and nmy cul ture w thout hindrance.

| was born after |ndependence. Freedomwas a gift of the ol der
generation to us. They fought like |lions the conmuni st guerillas who were

hel I -bent on meki ng Mal aya a communi st republic. | only read of their
great sacrifices and heroic struggles in history books.

My first nasty jolt was during the 1969 conmunal riots. | pray it never
recurs.

| have al so survived occasi onal bouts of econom ¢ downturn when | had to
tighten ny belt to put the three neals on the table. Perhaps, the worst
one was the East Asian financial crisis of July 1997 when our econony went
into a tailspin and we were al nost insol vent.

That's all history now. W have triunphantly energed fromdeath's door,
thanks to the econonic wi sdomof our former Prime Mnister, Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who steered the country out of the woods. Qur econony is
now gl owi ng.

The Mal aysian sun will continue to shine brightly and we will build a
materially and spiritually wealthy nation in which every Ml aysi an has a
st ake.

This is the pronmise of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

I f you think about it, all this is possible only because our nationa
| eaders and nobst Mal aysi ans have understood the need for bal ance,
stability and i nterethnic harnony.

But we may | ose everything if we allowthe anarchists to have their way.
The good tines every Ml aysi an man, woman and child has so far enjoyed and
islikely to enjoy for along time yet may go up in flames if narrow
m nded, self-serving politicians sonehow comne into power and destroy our
tine-tested political configuration. The nost dangerous are the religi ous
bi gots parading as politicians.

W don't need to play with fire when things are | ooking up for us. W
must not allowthe religi ous bigots even a toehold in the managenent of
our country, even a State.

Bot h Kel ant an and Terengganu are sad stories relegated to the nortuary
of human devel opnent. This we can do through the bal | ot box.

P. G
Subang Jaya
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