18/ 08/ 2004

Book on ex-Grl Gui des Conmi ssi oner

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - It took three years to convince forner Grl Quides
Conmmi ssi oner Datuk Hendon Din that a book should be witten about her life
and wor k.

Former teacher Saroja Dev Param the author of A GQuiding Light: The Life
and Wrk of Datuk Haj ah Hendon Din, had to coax and cajole the then 78-
year-old into the effort.

In 2001, the former Grl Cuides deputy chief conm ssioner, who is
hersel f in her 70s, started gathering and conpiling information on Hendon
with the help of friends and associ at es.

The book, chronicling Hendon's work with wonmen and girls, was |aunched
today at the Royal Lake Club by Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, wi fe of
former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad

Hendon's association with the two target groups will not stop here.

Al'l proceeds fromthe sale of the book will go towards wonmen and
children in need nationw de.

Hendon, who is still active in the Grl CQuides novenent, can hardly
bel i eve a book about her has been witten.

"I was approached about five years ago by Saroja, a very dear friend of
m ne, to have a book witten on ny life and work," she said, adding that
she was hesitant at the tine.

The book is on sale at RM9. 95 a copy at |eadi ng bookstores.

Born in Parit Buntar, Perak, in 1923, Hendon becane a trainee teacher on
a nonthly salary of RML5 in the 1930s.

In 1941, she was chosen to enter the Wnen Teachers' Training College in
Mal acca, the only institution of higher learning for trai nee teachers
t hen.

After the Second Wrld War, Hendon served as a teacher, school principa
and then as supervisor of the Malay Grls' School (now Tunku Kurshi ah
Col l ege) in Serenban, Negri Senbil an.

She had been a nenber of the Grl Guides nmovenent since 13 and a Grl
Qui des Commi ssi oner between 1973 and 1983.

She was al so a panel nenber of the Serenban Juvenile Court, a Universiti
Mal aya Council menber and a menber of the disciplinary conmittee of the
Wnen' s Hockey Associ ation since 1989.

A mot her of 13, Hendon has 40 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchil dren.
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