02/ 06/ 2004
Festival to give gardening a boost

By June Ranii

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - There appears to be renewed i nterest in gardening
anong Mal aysi ans and this bodes well for efforts to turn the country into
a | andscaped nati on by next year.

"More and nore peopl e are | ooki ng at garden space now before buying a
house. It was not so before," said the Housi ng and Local Gover nment
M ni stry's Nati onal Landscape Departnent deputy chi ef director, Esa Ahnad,
her e t oday.

As a further boost, his department is organising the Ml aysian
I nternational Garden Festival, dubbed "Laman 2004", fromJuly 17 to 25, at
the Perdana Lake Gardens.

The festival will see the famed Perdana Lake Gardens decked out in a
variety of flowers.

Special air-conditioned tents will house plants and flowers from
temperate cli mates.

Esa said the exhibition, thened "Col ours Am dst Green", woul d enphasi se
flowers.

"There wi Il be floral scul ptures, weddi ng bouquets and an educati onal
session on howto growgrapes in this country."

According to Esa nore than 150 exhi bitors, including gardening
ent husi asts fromSi ngapore, were expected to di splay their plants and
flowers at Laman 2004.

Al so taking part will be nine State Landscape Departnents and five
universities - Universiti |slamAntarabangsa, Universiti Sains Ml aysi a,
Uni versiti Putra Mal aysia, Universiti Teknol ogi Mal aysi a and Uni versiti
Teknol ogi Mar a.

He said the event, which will take on the formof a cultural festival
was expected to draw about 100,000 visitors besides spurring interest in
gar deni ng anong Mal aysi ans.

"The exhibitionisinlinewth the country's visionto turn the nation
into a beautiful | andscaped country by 2005," said Esa at a briefing.

The idea of transforming the country into a garden nation was first
nmoot ed by forner Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad in the m d-1980s
and over the years, parts of Kuala Lunpur and | poh, have been turned into
"garden cities."

Creating an awareness on the environnment through [ andscaping is al so one
of its goals.

"Visitors can purchase fl owers, plants and garden materials and try
their hand at | andscapi ng at Laman 2004, " he said.

The Mal aysi an garden concept will al so be revealed for the first tinme at
the event.

Esa was hopeful that the exhibition, if held on an annual basis, would
becone one of the country's major tourist attractions.

The event has been wel coned by organi sati ons such as the O chid Society
of Mal aysi a, which has been hol ding orchid shows onits own on a regular
basi s.

Presi dent Li mMk Hai was excited about Lanman 2004.

"Such an exhibition will not only hel p create nore awareness of the
i mportance of the environment but will al so introduce nore species of
orchids to visitors."
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