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A clear and sinple brief

WHAT the Prine M nister told his inaugural Cabi net on Wednesday was nore

i mportant than anything he had said to the nation on the canpaign trail.
That canpai gn was one resoundi ng proni se enphatical ly nade, repeated and
inscribed for all tineinthe Barisan Nasional's 2004 mani festo. Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi and the BN proni sed us a nati on where
corruption is | oathsome and honesty nobl e; where efficiency andintegrity
conbi ne; where things are done properly. He prom sed us a nation
enpower ed, productive, and working in the way i ntended by its builder, his
predecessor, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

What Abdul | ah tol d his Cabi net two days ago, however, was how he i nt ends
to keep that promise. It had won hima nandate not only greater than that
best owed on Dr Mahathir in 1995, but exceedi ng even the historically
unassai |l abl e performance of Tun Razak in 1974, when the brand-new Bari san
Nasi onal was enbraced as the nation's salvation after the col |l apses of
1969. Beyond question now, Abdullah has ushered in a new era.

Inthe process, the country has acquired a Parlianent containing nearly
hal f as many seats as India's for a popul ation one-fiftieth the size -
with the BN controlling an unprecedented nine-tenths of them The
Gover nment has conconmitantly expanded, with two newm nistries and ei ght
restructured, 33 ministers, 39 deputy ministers and 21 new parlianmentary
secretaries. It was to their | eading echelon - the Cabinet - that Abdullah
i ssued the instructions he will rely on to keep the BN s prom ses.

The task coul d not be larger, but those instructions could not be
sinmpler. The PMnerely reni nded his Cabi net that by now everyone knows
what they nust do, and all he asks is that they do it right and do it
wel |, because if they don't it'll hurt like hell.

The el ecti on canpai gn, sonme say, was unseemnly brief. But neither have

t here been any prol onged cel ebrations, holidays, or even time off.
I nstead, Mal aysia's renewed and expanded Government is re-installed and
operational, with barely enough tinme for sone of its officers to locate
their newprenises. This is howthe Abdul | ah adm ni stration begi ns, and
obvi ously how he would wish it to continue: At work.
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