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BN tri unmph makes headl i nes abroad

Har dev Kaur
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi 's wi n made worl d
headl i nes.

Fromreports i n newspapers, nmagazi nes to tel evision and radi o broadcasts
all focused on the | andslide victory.

The Bari san Nasi onal won 198 seats i n the expanded Parliament and t ook
control of all State Governnents except Kel antan. BN al so t ook nore t han
four-fifths of the seats in the extended Parlianent.

Many of the reports and broadcasts were focused on the | osses sustai ned
by Pas wi th enphasi s on Abdul | ah' s acceptabl e brand of |slamand his easy
style.

Abdul | ah, who was wi dely seen by anal ysts as a transitional | eader when
he took over fromformer Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, shoul d be
able to master his factional United Mal ays Nati onal O gani sation (Umo)
whi ch dom nates the coalition, according to Reuters.

"Big win gives Mal aysia's Abdull ah cl ear mandate," Reuters, the
i nternational news agency, saidinits report which was carried in many
newspapers around t he gl obe

"Asi a doesn't have a | ot of good news when it cones to the evol ution of
denocracy (at the nonent), but Malaysia is a piece of good news," Robert
Br oadf oot, managi ng director of the Hong Kong-based Political and Econom c
Ri sk Consul tancy, is quoted by AFP as sayi ng.

The International Herald Tribune inits front-page story said: "One
i mportant constituency is already behind hi m(Abdul | ah): the international
financial comunity."

Wth the world's focus on Islamand Musl i mstates, Mal aysia's genera
el ecti on was obvi ously very cl osel y wat ched. The question hi gh in many
m nds was whet her Pas, whi ch had captured Terengganu fromthe Bari san
Nasi onal in the 1999 election, in addition to Kelantan which it has rul ed
for 14 years, woul d make i nroads i nto ot her areas.

An agency report said: "The fortunes of the Islanic party, which won
control of the Terengganu state | egi sl ature four years ago, were bei ng
cl osely watched as a baronmeter of militant Islamin Southeast Asia."

Si nce taking control in Terengganu, the Islamc party, or Pas, has
i nposed religious | ans, including bans on al cohol and ganbli ng.

The Dal | as Morni ng News said: "Ml aysia routs |Islamc Opposition” while
The New York Tinmes, in one of its reports, said: "Pas has been decimated."

The Age, Australia and Toronto Star said: "lIslam sts routed in Mal aysi a
vote."

Dat uk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat, Pas | eader and Menteri Besar of Kel antan,
seenms to agree, "The noon has fallen..." he is quoted by AFP as saying in

obvious reference to his party's enblemof a white noon on a green fl ag.

Anot her report in The New York Tines said: "Malaysia's Islamc party
| oses ground i n el ections" while The Guardi an i n London quoti ng anal ysts
said: "Pas' desire to turn Malaysia into an Islam st state, with
puni shnents such as amputati on and stoni ng, had been its undoing."

"Mal aysia to stay secular," proclained the Detroit Free Press. The
report said: "The election results were considered to be an endorsenent of
t he open, largely secul ar policies of Abdullah, alowkey | eader known as a
consensus buil der."

The Asian WAll Street Journal and the London-based Financial Tines had
front-paged their stories on the el ections.



Gt her headlines around the world read:

* New prem er of Mal aysia gets mandate all his own - New York Tinmes

* Abdul | ah secures | andslide victory in Mal aysia - Financial Tines

* Malaysiarulers wininrout (with subhead: El ectoral |andslide backs
| eader's call for noderation) - Washington Post

* Abdul | ah defeats Islamists in Malaysia poll - China Post

* Unexpected | andslide for Mal aysia's Government - Radio Australia

* Triunmph for progressive vision of Malaysia - Straits Times, Singapore

* BN wins two-thirds nmajority, Pas trounced - Straits Tinmes interactive

* Mal aysi an stocks advance after Abdullah wins |andslide victory -
Bl oonberg

* Mal aysia polls: Prime Mnister Badawi wi ns el ections - GEO Wrld

* Ruling coalition retains control in Malaysia - CBC News

* PM Abdul | ah urges victorious BN candi dates to work hard - Channel News
Asi a

* Mal aysian ruling coalition wins two-thirds majority in election -
Xi nhua

* Mal aysia to reap i nvestnent bonanza after |andslide polls wn:
anal ysts - AFP

Meanwhi | e, congratul atory nessages froml eaders have al so started to
pour in with Japanese Prime M nister Junichiro Koi zum and Wen Ji abao,
Prenmi er of the State Council of the People's Republic of China, anong the
first to do so. Koizum expressed a desire to further strengthen the
friendly and cl ose rel ati ons between the two countri es.

Wen, in congratul ati ng Abdul | ah on the wi n, expressed confidence t hat
Mal aysia will continue to score fresh achi evenents onits path to Vision
2020.
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