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Carrying weight of their titles when abroad

By Fudzai l
DUBAI is a maj or destination for business and tourisminthe Mddl e East.

It is not surprising, therefore, that our mnisters, Menbers of
Parliament, politicians and other dignitaries are frequent visitors.

And where such personages go, titles foll ow and confusion reigns.

Recently, during a regional touri smexposition, one of our deputy
mnisters was in town as a nmenber of the country's del egation. It was
unm st akably "Ml aysi an" when the "Yang Berhormat" was referred to as
"Y.B. Datuk" in newspapers, as if they were initials preceding afamly
narme. Luckily for himthe nane was sinilar to sone expatriate names and
appeared okay at first gl ance.

Around then, our fornmer Prime Mnister was i n Abu Dhabi, key speaker at
a conference. It was not "Ml aysi an" at all when he was addressed as plain
"Dr Mahathir" and not as "Tun Dr Mahathir". He did not appear to be any
| esser for want of a title, though.

Coi ncidentally, a forner state assenbl ywonman cane for a function. A
friend who greeted her was so annoyed when she i nsi sted she be call ed,
"Datin Paduka". She felt everybody shoul d know t hat she was a WI P.

A few years ago, | was involved in preparing an MoU bet ween a Duba
gover nment agency, where | worked, and a Mal aysi an gover nment agency. The
PR | ady called fromCyberjaya to rem nd ne not to forget to put "Tan Sri"
on every page that nentioned t he boss' nanme. So Mal aysian, | told her:
"Here, who cares about the title anyway!"

Most of our politicians want to carry the weight of their titles around
everywhere t hey go. For the sake of our country's i nage, | woul d suggest
they leave their titles at hone. W cannot "Ml aysi ani se" the rest of the
world with these titles that sound strange to other people. It is just not
i mportant at all.
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