01/ 10/ 2004
Bum s nust change attitude, says Dr M

By Sharanjit Singh

MALACCA, Thurs. - Holding on to the New Econom ¢ Policy (NEP) for the next
1,000 years would be futile if Bum puteras do not shed their get-rich-

qui ck nmentality, said forner Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

If there was no change in attitude, all talk of the survival of the
Mal ays woul d be pointless, he said.

In his trademark forthright manner, Dr Mahat hir said Bum puteras only
had t hensel ves to bl ame for not taking advantage of opportunities under
t he NEP.

"Bum puteras would be holding a 40 to 50 per cent share of the country's
econony today if not for their get-rich-quick nmentality. W gave themthe
opportunities but they did not capitalise on them

"W set a target of 30 per cent equity for Bum puteras but only achi eved
20 per cent."

Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays coul d bl ane the Governnent or other
communities for the predi canent they were in, but finger-pointing was
usel ess when they needed to ook within to overcone their shortcom ngs.

On noney politics, Dr Mahathir said Malays would |l ose their politica
power if the probl emwas not resol ved.

Mal ay Rulers in the past, he said, literally invited foreigners to take
over their States in return for a "political pension".

"They just gave away what was theirs in return for Rolls Royces and a
handsone pensi on.

"Now we are facing a simlar situation because of noney politics," he
saidinreply to a question after delivering a speech at a function
organi sed by the State Governnent and Institute of Management Mal acca here
| ast ni ght.

Al so present were Tun Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, Ml acca Yang di-Pertua
Negeri Tun Khalil Yaakob and his wi fe, Toh Puan Zurina Kassim and Chi ef
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhd Ali Rustam Sonme 1,000 people attended the talk
at Dewan Seri Negeri .

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said efficient managenent was
essential in efforts to devel op any country.

Citing China, India and Japan as exanpl es, he said such countries were
wel | on the way to beconing the next economc giants in the world.

He said |l ocals should enmulate their work culture and resilience.

He al so | aunched a book entitl ed "Kenangan | ndah" (Fond Menories) at the
event.

The book, published by the State Government, features nore than 300
pictures of Dr Mahathir's visits to Malacca while he was Prine Mnister.
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