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Abdul | ah will not scal e back on anti-corruption canpaign

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, will not scal e back
his anti-corruption canpaign "in any way".

In an intervieww th the London-based Financial Times, the Prine
M ni ster said he was determ ned to make his country nore conpetitive by
cutting the cost of doi ng business, fighting corruption, trinmng
bur eaucracy and boosting efficiency at state-controll ed conpani es. "By
reduci ng corruption, you reduce the cost of doing business,"” he said.

Abdul I ah, who succeeded Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad | ast year, said he
want ed to focus on devel opi ng skills rather than big infrastructure
proj ects.

Abdul | ah, who begins atrip to the United States and Europe this
weekend, said his Governnent woul d focus on agri cul ture and bi ot echnol ogy
wi t hout abandoni ng t he manuf acturing i ndustry, and gradual | y reduce t he
budget deficit wi thout choki ng the econony t hrough drastic spending cuts.

The nost radical changes outlined by the Prinme Mnister involve state-
control | ed conpani es recently regrouped under the unbrella of Khazanah
Nasi onal , which controls athird of the capitalisation of the Ml aysi an
st ock exchange

He has al ready approved the appoi ntment of three young chi ef executives
for Khazanah, Tel ekom Mal aysi a and Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad, the power
conpany, and rai sed the possibility of easing controversial racial
pref erence policies by appointing non- Ml ay heads for such corporations in
the future.

In the interview, he said he envi saged Khazanah conpani es expandi ng
overseas and i nvesting in Singapore, just as Singapore's public investnent
group, Temasek, has been allowed to take a five per cent stake in Tel ekom
Mal aysi a as part of Abdullah's |iberalisation progranme.

"These are huge conpani es,” he said. "There nust be good gover nance,

t ransparency.

"They must be able to be nore efficient.
woul d nean | ess of a "headache"

He tacitly acknow edged the dil enma of howto deal with Proton. Proton
had to be kept afloat, but coul d not be subsidised indefinitely and was
seeking a partner to help its performance.

Abdul I ah, however, said he would present the views of Islamc and
devel opi ng countries to (President George W) Bush.

He di d not disguise his objections to US policy on Iraq and the
Pal esti ni ans and to Washi ngton's treatnent of the UN, and rejected the
i dea of acting as a "bridge" between the US and the Musli mworld.

( END)
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