12/ 03/ 2004

Abi de by party's deci sion on choi ce of candi dates for polls, says Dr M

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad urged all Barisan Nasiona
conponent party nenbers to abide by the coalition's decision on

candi dates, place the party's interests above theirs, and not resort to
sabot age out of frustration

The former Prine Mnister said: "I nyself accept whatever deci si ons made
(by the Governnent).

"1 agree and support all neasures (of the Governnment), because | want
the BN to win.

"I'f we do not win, then the next tine it will bedifficult for us town
again."

He was speaki ng to an audi ence of BN candi dates, State | eaders and BN
conponent party workers who had gat hered at the Kedah Menteri Besar's
official residence here.

The gat heri ng was to announce the |ist of Kedah BN el ecti on candi dat es.
Dr Mahathir is Kedah BN advi ser.

On aspirants who did not make it, Dr Mahathir stressed that they nust
support the sel ected candi dates because "no one knows, maybe it is their
turn to be candidates this tinme around, but in future you m ght be
sel ected".

Dr Mahat hir drove home t he point about the inportance of putting party
i nterests above i ndividual ones, saying that Ml aysia was wi dely respected
gl obal Iy because it had a capable party in Governnent.

"W never | ook at the person, it is the party that is of utnost
i nportance,” said Dr Mahathir.

He added even the brightest and capabl e i ndi vi dual could not do nmuch if
he had no party to support himas | eader of a Governnent.

"W therefore want a strong Governnent, not a weak one like in sone
ot her countries, which topples even at the slightest push,” he said,
descri bi ng weak Governnents as those with very slimnmajorities in
Parlianent."

Dr Mahat hir reninded party workers to strive hard and said there should
not be a situation where party workers shut down their operation centres
out of frustration (nerajuk).

On his advice to the State BN nmachi nery and candi dates, Dr Mahathir said
not hi ng comes easily. "Nothing conmes just like that. There is no victory
if we sit at hone and do not go out to vote or canpaign for our
candi dat es.

"The party and Government cones above all el se,” he said adding that a
journalist asked hi myesterday whether he agreed with the Governnent's
approaches and policies to which he replied: "I agree and support 100 per
cent, (the neasures) such as the fight against corrupti on and ot her
matters".

On Pas, he said the opposition party had no i ssue apart fromnaligning
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi . Dr Mahathir al so hit out
at Pas president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang for accusi ng Abdul | ah of
playing to the gall ery when | eadi ng prayers.

"Hadi hinmself said he wants to condenm Pak Lah, because when Pak Lah's
not her passed away, he did not | ead the prayers for the deceased.

"So it has nowturned out that Hadi regards the | eading of prayers as a
met hod of canpai gning for the el ection".

Conversely, Dr Mahathir said that when Abdull ah did | ead prayers, Hadi



accused himof doing so as a political ginmnck.

"Being an inamis not a political gimmck but a matter of religion, and
that i s why we ask them(Pas) not to mx religious matters with party
politics," he added.
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