20/ 02/ 2004
Carnival to raise funds for education

Rosnazura |drus

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Numerous fun activities have been |lined up for ex-
Mar a Juni or Sci ence Col | ege students, their fanmlies and the public at the
Nati onal Tel ethon for Education 2004 carnival at Dataran Merdeka on

Sat ur day.
There will be ganes |ike street soccer, three-on-three netball, three-
on-three basketball, fun fair, go-kart challenge and children's playground

apart fromcultural shows frominstitutions of higher |earning and
performances by |l ocal artistes |ike Hattan, Annuar Zain, Canellia and
Nor a.

"W are expecting between 50,000 and 150, 000 people to turn up at the
carnival which will beginearly inthe morning with the sports events and
end at midnight," Mara Juni or Science Col | eges Forner Students'

Associ ation (Ansara) president Datuk Mikhriz Mahathir told a Press
conf erence today.

He said Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi woul d be

attendi ng the carnival about 10pmafter a tahlil at the National Msque in
conjunctionwith Ma'al Hijrah. The performance at night will be tel ecast
live by ntv7

"W have also invited all Cabinet mnisters to the carnival," he added.

Mukhri z said the associ ati on hoped to rai se as nuch noney as possi bl e
fromthe carnival for its Harapan | hsan Pel ajar (H P) fund.

"Qur initial target was to collect RML nillion by March 1 when the
donations via the short-message-service (SM5) and the 600 tel ephone
nunbers cease. However, due to the encouragi ng response, we are quite
confident of getting at least RML.2 millionin collections,” he said.

To date H P, which was | aunched on Feb 10, has col | ect ed RVB50, 000 with
t he bul k of donations coning fromCel com(M Bhd (RWM50, 000), Tenaga
Nasi onal Bhd (RML50, 000), Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd ( RML25, 000) and UEM Group
( RML50, 000) .

Mukhri z gave an assurance t hat none of the donations recei ved woul d be
used to finance the carnival. "W promnise to inplenent the collection of
funds in a transparent nmanner," he said.

Real i sing the benefits that the fund-raising could bring to needy
children, Mikhriz said there were suggestions that it be made an annual
affair.

"We have recei ved sone feedback encouraging us to do it annually or
bi ennially, but we have not really thought about this. However, we fee
this fund-raising should not be a one off kind of event," he said.

He added t hat the associ ati on was conpl enenting the Governnent's effort
i n hel pi ng the underprivil eged apart fromgiving back to the comunity
what they had received fromthe Government when they were students.

Mukhriz said in conjunction with the carnival, Jalan Raja in front of
Dat ar an Merdeka woul d be closed to traffic. He added that Star and Putra
LRT woul d be extending their services until 12.30am

The fund will provide eligible pupils monthly all owances, school books
or uniforns, or school fees or study | oans. The proceeds fromthe tel et hon
will al so support tuition centres set up wi th Angkat an Peruda Wari san
Mal aysi a (Pewaris).

For those who wi sh to nake a contri buti on, send an SM5 of ~ TABUNG HI P
to 36600 at RMLO per SMS. Contri butions can al so be made by cal | i ng 600-
86- 1077, or by sending noney orders to P. O. Box 10761, 50724 Kual a Lunpur



by March 1.
The public can al so contribute on-Iine through Maybank2u. com by

forwardi ng the contribution to account nunber 514093410644 or on-1line
transfer to BCB | nternet Banki ng account nunber 1414-0035683-051. The New

Straits Tines is the print nedia partner.
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