10/ 01/ 2004

Abdul I ah: Najib to assunme responsibility as Umo deputy chi ef

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Razak w Il
assune the responsibilities of deputy president with imediate effect,
said acting president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi t oday.

The Prime Mnister said the new y-appointed Deputy Prine Mnister's
responsi bilities wouldinclude chairingthe party's managenent comm ttee.

Thi s was deci ded by the Umo nanagenent conmmittee during its neeting
chaired by Abdul | ah earlier today and endorsed by the supreme counci l
whi ch met |ater.

Abdul | ah sai d the appoi ntnent was a nornal procedure and he, too, had
gone t hrough the same process previously.

"When | was appoi nted Deputy Prine Mnister in January 1999, the suprene
counci| asked ne to assune the responsibilities of the deputy presi dent
until the next party el ection.

"Najib w Il go through the same process," sai d Abdul | ah after chairing
t he Umo suprenme council neeting at the party headquarters at the Putra
World Trade Centre.

Naj i b was appointed the Deputy Prine M nister on Wednesday.

Abdul I ah, who i s Umo deputy president, has been acting president since
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad st epped down as Prinme M ni ster and party presi dent
in October |ast year.

Under the Umo constitution, there is no provision for the appoi nt ment
of an acting deputy president. C ause 9.9 provides that when the party
presi dent resigns, his deputy will becone the acting president until the
next general assenbly when a new president is el ected.

Abdul | ah al so said vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin woul d be
appointed as its representative in the Barisan Nasi onal supreme council to
fill the quota for Umo following the retirement of Dr Mahathir in Cctober
| ast year.

Umo' s ot her representatives in the BN suprene council are Najib and
anot her vice-president Tan Sri Muhamrad Muhammad Tai b.

Asked whet her Najib woul d al so be appoi nted as BN deputy chai r man,

Abdul | ah said: "That will be decided by the BN."

The BN suprene council is scheduled to hold its meeting on Jan 15.

Abdul | ah sai d during today's suprene council neeting, he had briefed
party | eaders on Najib's appoi ntment as Deputy Prine M nister and the
Cabi net reshuffle.

"The suprenme council passed a resolution to support Najib's appoi nt ment
and the Cabinet reshuffle. Najib pledged to work together and co-operate
with me and all the party | eaders and nenbers."

Abdul | ah said he had al so briefed the suprene council nenbers on his
one-day visit to I ndonesi a yesterday and his schedul ed visit to Si ngapore
on Monday.

"W need to foster the existing good ties with | eaders of all other
countries, especially thosein Asean. It is inportant to maintain existing
ties."

He added that nore tal ks were needed to enhance ties.
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