08/ 02/ 2004

Chi nese political, business | eaders host dinner for Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Chinese political and business | eaders toni ght feted
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad at a farewel | dinner in recognition of his
contribution to the nation.

More than 2,500 peopl e attended the event at the M nes Exhi bition and
Convention Centre in Seri Kenmbangan, near here, to show heir appreciation
tothe fornmer Prine Mnister and his wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

They thanked himfor his 22 years of outstanding | eadership in
strengt heni ng nati onal unity, racial harnmony, progress and prosperity for
all Mal aysi ans.

Dr Mahathir, visibly noved by the show of support, said he was heartened
by the support he received t hroughout his tenure, adding that it "has been
a very long struggle for ne".

He said he wanted to see a balance in the distribution of the nation's
weal th anong al | Mal aysi ans.

"l amhappy that many Chi nese actual ly hel ped to achi eve success of the
New Econom ¢ Policy and their help has paid off," he said, adding that the
nati on woul d continue to remai n peaceful and prosperous with the co-
operation of all.

The event was organi sed by the five Chinese-based parties in the Barisan
Nasi onal - MCA, Gerakan, Sarawak United People's Party, Sabah Progressive
Party and Li beral Denocratic Party - and several Chinese-based
or gani sati ons.

Ger akan presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k, who spoke on behal f of
t he Chi nese community, saidif all Ml aysi ans coul d enul ate Dr Mahathir,
the nation would be propelled to greater heights.

MCA presi dent Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, the event organi sing chairman,
said Dr Mahahtir was an exenpl ary visionary.

Anong t hose present were Federation of Chi nese Associ ati ons presi dent
Datuk Seri Lim Git Tong and Associ at ed Chi nese Chanber of Conmerce and
I ndustry president Tan Sri WIIiam Cheng.
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