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Conpi l ation of Dr Ms speeches on sci ence

VWHAT better way to recogni se a |l egacy than to publish it for public
record?

Uni versiti Sains Mal aysi a has undertaken the task of conpiling forner
Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's speeches to put on record this
statesnman' s passion for science and technol ogy.

Entitl ed Mahat hir on Sci ence and Technol ogy, the book conprises 20
sem nal addresses rel ated to sci ence and technol ogy by the fornmer Prine
Mnister, including a fewarticles that he wote for the media in the
1960s.

"Tun (Dr Mahathir) had inspired us all," says USM vi ce-chancel | or
Prof essor Datuk Dzul kifli Abdul Razak. "Muich of his thoughts are anchored
on science and technology and it's evident in the way he managed the
country. He has contributed so much for the devel opnent of the nation and
we want to highlight that. Hence, the special conpilation of his works and
keynot e addresses."

Anong t he addresses noted i n the book were delivered during the opening
of the 10th session of the Islamc Summit Conference | ast year, the 11th
annual neeting of the Asian Society for Cardiovascul ar Surgery (2003), the
I nt ernati onal Conventi on on Bi ot echnol ogy (2002), the Wrl d Renewabl e
Energy Congress (1999), the opening of the Seminar on Virtual Reality
(1998) and the 1st Asian I nternational Congress on Emergency Medi ci ne
(1997).

Trai ned as a nedi cal doctor, Dr Mahathir's perspective on science and
technology is clinical and conpassionate. For him science and
t echnol ogy must serve public interest, and this was clearly spelt out in
one of the challenges outlinedin his brainchild, the nation's blueprint,
Vi si on 2020.

Wil e there are many conpil ati ons and books witten on Dr Mahathir in
relation to politics and econony, this is rarely so when it conmes to
sci ence and technol ogy.

"Apart fromfulfilling our acadenic obligations, it is also our hope
that this conpilation will in some ways help to fill in the gap on an
equal Iy inmportant subject matter as a tribute to the forner Prine
Mnister,"” Dzulkifli said in the preface of the book.

* The book was | aunched in conjunction with USM s 33rd convocati on
cerenony, as well as the 35th anni versary of the establishnment of the
university. It was also intended to mark and cel ebrate the conferment of
an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science on Dr Mahathir.
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