09/ 03/ 2004

I brahimAli can't contest on Pas ticket

KUALA SEPETANG, Mon. - Forner Pasir Mas Ummo divi sion chi ef Datuk | brahim
Al'i can join Pas but he will not be allowed to contest the electiononits
ticket this time around, said Pas spiritual |eader Datuk N k Aziz N k Mat.

"Maybe he wi Il beconme our candidate in future but not in the com ng
el ection," the Kel antan Menteri Besar said after attendi ng a ceramah at
Tien Tien Siong Tay tenple here | ast night.

He was commenting on specul ation that Pas was considering pulling its
own candi date fromthe Pasir Mas constituency to allowlbrahimto go head-
t o- head agai nst the nan who repl aced hi mas the Umo di vi si on chi ef there,
Dat uk Abdul Rahi m Abdul Rahman.

I't was uncl ear whether |brahi mwas considering standing as an
i ndependent or with the bl essing of the conservative Islanic party.

The 53-year-old was upset with the Umo | eadership after bei ng dropped
fromthe list of party officer bearers in Pasir Mas. He was one of four
| ong-serving politicians dropped as part of the regeneration process in
Umo Kel ant an.

Umo | eaders felt that an i nfusion of newtal ent would help the ruling
party regai n Kel ant an.

Ni k Azi z said Pas and Keadilan i n Kel antan woul d give priority to their
| oyal nmenbers to contest the election.

But he did not say whether his party woul d support Ibrahimif the latter
contested as an i ndependent.

He al so def ended t he personal attacks against Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , argui ng that such a tactic was acceptable as
Abdul I ah was an Umo | eader.

"It is our party principle. Both Abdull ah and (Tun Dr) Mahat hir Mhamad
are (from Umo," he said.
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