06/ 10/ 2004
Col I aboration vital to check pandenics

By MG Deva
| REFER to the report "Dr M Centres to identify di seases a nust” (NST,
Cct 5). Former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad's call for an
i nternational research centre for pandeni c di seases such as Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrone (SARS) deserves urgent attention

We do need a centralised organisation that will co-ordinate research and
i nformati on-shari ng on such di seases.

In a borderless world with rapid air travel, no country is safe from
di seases such as SARS, bird flu, N pah virus and Mad Cow. It is
particul arly dangerous now, as the routes of transm ssion have increased
many- f ol d.

There shoul d be cl ose col | aborati on between nedi cal and veterinary
research scientists to study the nature and node of spread of the disease
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