24/ 09/ 2004

Conpr ehensi ve speech by Abdul | ah, says Dr Mahathir

FORMER Ummo president Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said his successor's speech
was very conprehensive, with due focus given to addressing the chall enges
faci ng Mal ays.

He said it was inportant for Malays to be nore conpetitive in the
gl obal i sed worl d.

It was high tine Mal ays expected | ess fromthe Governnent and started
conmpeting on their own steam

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to conment on the stand taken by Umo Youth
and Wanita Umo that traitors not be allowed back into the party.

He wel coned their position.

"The pl edges nade to keep out those who have stabbed Umo in the back is
not a decision | made

"I't was nmade unani nmously by Umo and it is the party's right to do so,
not mine."

Dr Mahathir, who was Prine Mnister for 22 years until he retired | ast
Cct ober, said he sacked Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who was then his deputy,
on grounds of his "imoral character"” and not the convictions.

"l amsure Pak Lah would do the sane," Dr Mahathir said in reference to
ot her ministers who nay be found to have i mmoral characteristics.

Dr Mahathir urged Umo nmenbers to place great inportance in |oyalty and
never think of betraying the party. "I nyself was thrown out fromthe
party, but | canme back later. Wen | was out, | never betrayed Umo."

He said it was the right of all wings in Umo not to accept Anwar back
into the party.

"It is Umo's decision. It is the right of Umo to nmake the decision. It
is not ny right," he said.

Dr Mahathir added this year's assenbly to himwas a rel axi ng one as he
did not have to prepare for the neeting. "I came hear to listen to
speeches and to makan. "

( END)
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