13/ 05/ 2004

Anwar was asked to do the inpossible, says counse

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - The testinmony of the key witness in Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahi M s sodony case was full of contradictions and i nconsi stencies, a
def ence | awyer said.

Chri st opher Fernando attacked Azi zan Abu Bakar's credibility, saying
that the witness had on three occasions during the trial in 1999 said that
he did not tell the police when he was sodom sed.

"If Azizan did not tell police when he was sodoni sed, then who did?"
questioned Fernando i n his subm ssion at Anwar's appeal to the Federa
Court agai nst his conviction and ni ne-year jail sentence for sodony.

The original charge stated that Anwar sodom sed Azi zan Abu Bakar one
night in May 1992. This was changed to one night in May 1994. Gover nment
| awyers | ater changed the date to "sone ti ne between January and March
1993".

"The charge agai nst Anwar by any standard i s absolutely unfair. The
charge dates back to six years when it was brought to court ...it is
literally a death trap

"The prosecution was asking Anwar to do the inpossible. How can he
(Anwar) renenber what happened on one ni ght in 90 days six years ago?
"If | ask anyone in court what they had for |unch | ast Thursday it woul d
surely be inpossible to get a reply," he said.

Fer nando added Azi zan's testinony in court could not be relied onto
convi ct anyone.

Earlier, Anwar's other counsel Karpal Singh saidthe H gh Court judge
Ariffin Jaka should have forced former Prime M nister Tun Mahat hir Mhanad
to testify.

Kar pal Singh, Anwar's senior |awer, told a three-judge panel of the
Federal Court that the judge who presided over Anwar's 1999-2000 tri al
Ariffin Jaka, ruled that Dr Mahathir did not have to testify despite a
subpoena calling on himto do so

"Dr Mahathir's testinmony coul d have hel ped prove that there was a
conspi racy agai nst Anwar," he sai d.
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