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A NEWyear has been ushered in with nmuch hope.

Many have New Year resol utions, and hope the new year brings good
heal th, progress and prosperity.

Last year was indeed an eventful year for Ml aysia but what was nost
significant inthe political scene was the snooth transition of power from
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as the fifth
Prime M nister of Ml aysia.

If I amasked what will be ny New Year resolution, it will undoubtedly
be for Mal aysi a to be harnoni us, peaceful, united and progressive, based
on a strong noral and ethical foundation

Mal aysi ans of all races hope the Governnent under the | eadership of
Abdul | ah wi Il strengthen the econony, naintain peace and stability,
bol ster unity, uphold the rights of all Ml aysi ans and stri ke a bal ance
bet ween econoni ¢, i nformati on technol ogy, soci al and noral devel opnent.

W need to take stock of our values in the face of the social problens
confronting us.

The past year has seen nunerous social ills Iike the drug nenace,
juvenil e delinquency and crinme, noral degradation and the cavali er
attitudes of road users.

They are an indication of declining values, which, if not addressed
effectively, will jeopardise our aspiration to make Malaysia a fully
devel oped nati on.

The world today is confronted with a very di sturbing phenonmenon

VWher ever noderni sati on and econoni ¢ devel opnent take place and result in
better standards of living, new problens such as a decline in human val ues
and noral degradation occur.

We not only have to cope with social problens and economi c chal | enges
but other issues of tremendous concernto racial intergration, unity and
nati on- bui I di ng.

What is disturbing is that hardly a day passes without reports of socia
ills and crines, many of which are violent in nature.

W have to find and exam ne the causes of these crimnal acts urgently.

What is even nore disturbing is the culture of violence that is
perpetrated today by crimnals.

The culture of violence has to be studi ed and renedi es found before the
situation deteriorates

It my be tinmely for the Governnent to organise a public forumsimlar
to the forumon road safety to di scuss the issue of crime in our nation

How do we arrest this situation? To ne, a nassive programe to i ncul cate
good values is required at all |evels.

The Governnment, NGOs and the entire conmunity need to enbark on a
massi ve "Val ues for the Nati on" programme to pronpte good human val ues in
our society.
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