10/ 01/ 2004
New Sul t anah of Kedah cr owned

Alina Sinon

ALOR STAR, Fri. - Che Puan Kedah Ham nah Ham dun was today made the

Sul t anah of Kedah at a cerenpny steeped in the royal traditon of the Kedah
Sul tanate at |stana Anak Bukit here.

A 21-gun sal ute was sounded as the Sultan of Kedah, Sultan Abdul Halim
Mu' adzam Shah, pl aced the royal tiara on Sultanah Hami nah at the Bal ai
Penghadapan thi s morni ng.

Sul t anah Hani nah, attired in ajewel encrusted enbroi dered yel | ow baju
kebaya, appeared conposed but was seen wi pi ng her eyes shortly after being
crowned.

The Sul tan al so conferred the Darjah Kerabat (D.K) on t he Sul t anah.

The cerenpny was w t nessed by t he Kedah Royal famly, includingthe
Sultan's two daughters Tunku Soraya, 43, and Tunku Puteri Intan Safinaz,
37.

The audi ence al so i ncluded forner Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hi r Mohanmad
and his wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Syed Razak Syed Zain and Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Dat uk Paduka
Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir.

Al so present were the Sultanah's father, pensioner Ham dun Tai b, 76, and
three of her six siblings, elder brother Nordin and younger siblings
Hashi mah and Nor Azman.

The cerenony began with the arrival of the royal couple at the Bal ai
Penghadapan, acconpani ed by t he nobat court nusici ans.

Pal ace of ficials bore the cerenonial CogamAgama, Cogam Al am Coknar,
sword and spear.

As nusi c was pl ayed by court nusicians, the couple took to the throne,
and after the Sultan gave his permission for the cerenony to begin, three
pal ace of ficials brought in a copy of the Quran, the royal tiara and the
royal scroll.

This was followed by the reading of the scroll by Syed Razak.

Syed Razak said the Sultan had declared that under the State's | aws,

t here was provision which granted H s Hi ghness the authority to pro-claim
his wife as the Sul tanah.

Syed Razak said the Sultanah was al so entitled to rel ated privil eges and
benefits.

The scroll was signed by the Sultan of Kedah and stanped with the royal
seal at the Istana Anak Bukit on Nov 21 | ast year.

The cerenmony ended with the recital of prayers by State nufti Datuk
Paduka Syei kh Hasbul | ah Abdul Halim

Sul t anah Ham nah, 50, was born on July 15, 1953 in Bagan Serai, Perak,
and married the Sultan on Dec 25, 1975.

The fourth of seven siblings born to Ham dun and | sma Mohanad, the
Sul tanah recei ved her early educati on at SK Mat ang Jel ut ong, Bagan Serai,
before enrolling at SMInggeris Bagan Serai .

The previous Sul tanah, Sultanah Bahi yah Tuanku Abdul Rahman, di ed on Aug
27 |l ast year at |stana Kual a Chegar in Anak Bukit.

The State Government will hold a tea party in conjunction with the
decl arati on of the new Sul tanah, at the grounds of |stana Anak Bukit
tonorrow at 4. 15pm

Tonorrow i s a public holiday for Kedah to nmark the occasi on.



	New Sultanah of Kedah crowned (NST 10/01/2004)

