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Abdul I ah: My candi dat es must wi t hstand voter scrutiny

Koh Lay Chin

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - In his clearest signal to date that the genera

el ecti on may be hel d soon, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
today spelt out clearly that he woul d only choose credi bl e candi dat es who
could "wi thstand the scrutiny of Mal aysi an voters".

Gving the Prinme Mnisterial Address to the Canbri dge Foundati on
toni ght, Abdul | ah' s speech was peppered with comments on the forthcom ng
general election, not due until Novenber but w dely expected to be held as
early as the second quarter.

Whi | e he expressed confidence of better electoral results, Abdul |l ah
war ned t hat the wong choi ce of candidates could easily nullify "the
feel -good factor we enjoy today".

"There used to be a saying that Umo coul d put up a songkok to cont est
and t hat the songkok woul d wi n. Voter choi ce today has changed nmar kedl y.
There is less party affiliation anong voters. Peopl e are nore concer ned
with issues and the credibility of individual candidates.

"Vot ers have becone nore discerning and rightly so. They nust nake an
i nformed deci sion on who will be their representative. This requires
candi dat es whose appeal goes beyond party circles. The candi date nust be a
wi nner anong the rakyat and not nerely a party warlord," sai d Abdul | ah
who i s acting Umo president and wi Il have the | ast say on the choi ce of
candi dat es.

Abdul | ah' s conments were his nost pointed yet regardi ng t he choi ce of
candi dates. In the past, Umo nenbers who held positions within the party,
whet her at Federal, State or divisional |evel, were the preferred choice
when it came to sel ecting candi dates.

He spelt out today that he wants "a hi gher | evel of accountability anong
representati ves of the people".

"As el ected representatives, we hold our position and of fices in trust
fromthe people. If we violate this trust, the peopl e have every right to
vote us out of office.

"Political |eaders nust be neasured agai nst hi gher standards. In an age
when t he voter is nmuch better inforned, where policy issues are far nore
conmpl ex and where constituents are far nore m xed and di verse, those who
seek public office nust be benchmarked agai nst a nore stringent set of
criteria.

"As chai rman of the Barisan Nasional, | need to ensure that our
candi dates are credi bl e and can wi thstand the detail ed scrutiny of
Mal aysi an voters

"An observation that | have often heard is that peopl e have no probl erms
with BN or Umo.

"I'n fact, they support the ideol ogy and policies we stand for. But they
are driven away by the presence of personalities that are discredited.

"It is for this reason that | have begun revi ewi ng t he perfornmance of
all BN elected representatives to see if they have lived up to the trust
that has been given themby the rakyat."

Abdul | ah al so touched on his first 100 days in office.

Qobviously referring to cynics, in particular oppositionists who had
di sdai ned his statenents and policy initiatives as "nere tal k" despite the
strong support he had received fromMal aysi ans, he sai d:

"My first 100 days was nmy statement of intent. Now we get to work and
wal k the talk."



Expressing satisfaction that the agenda he had outlined for the
Gover nment had been accepted, he said that he was under "no illusion" that
victory coul d be gained "just by saying the right things".

"W nust do what we say," he said, adding that his agenda was neither
nmere |ip service nor electioneering.

Abdul | ah said whether it were creating a nore efficient public
adm ni stration, eradicating corruption, cuttingredtape or strengthening
institutions such as the police, his commtnment to these objectives was
total and unwaveri ng.

"I amaware that there are now hi gh expectati ons of ny adm nistration
This is afar cry fromthe very | ow expectations that peopl e had before |
took of fice. Realising these expectations will require everybody in ny
adm nistration to pull their weight."”

He called attention to the prom ses made by his Cabi net col | eagues
civil servants and other political |eaders to work with hi mand pursue the
obj ectives he had set, saying he would "hold themto their word".

"What | have set out to do is to bring the Governnent back to the
peopl e. Governnent serves the people and its policies nust enpower the
peopl e wi th opportunities, rights and responsibilities.

"A broader base for econonic growmh with renewal in the rural sector
enpower s peopl e.

"Elimnating graft and ensuring that the public is not held ransomto
di scretionary del ays enpowers peopl e.

"My invitation to you to work with ne enpowers you."

Abdul | ah al so paid tribute to Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, saying it was due
tothe former Prine Mnister's consistently far-sighted policies and
excel l ent crisis managenent that the country entrusted to Abdul | ah was
"confident, resilient, dynam c and progressive".

I n many ways, he said, inheriting success was as difficult as taking
over at a tinme of crisis.

"Whil e succeeding in such a situation is not easy, you begin at a | ower
base with a | ot of upside.

“In nmy situation, the upside is not so obvious, but the downside is
patently clear. | have, therefore, made it ny priority to nanage the
success that Dr Mahathir has bequeathed to this nation.”
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