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Wor ki ng toget her for benefit of all in Antarctica

By Dzul ki fli Abdul Razak

ITall started in 1983 when then Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohaned
brought up the issue at the United Nations. The concern was that

Ant arctica was bei ng nmonopol i sed by a handful of nations with territorial
ambi tions.

In fact, some nations claimed sovereignty in Antarctica, leadingto
threats of war. Mal aysia's message to the UNwas that Antarctica should
bel ong to all humanki nd and shoul d be preserved and protected for the
benefit of everyone.

Soon after, in 1985, the first Mal aysi an set foot on the continent and
| ater the South Pole. Fromthen on there was no turning back and the
Mal aysi an Antarctic Research Progranme was established in 1999 to help
Mal aysi ans to enbark on Antarctica research

The programe recei ved support not only fromthe Governnent but was al so
backed by a number of Antarctica-related agencies in Australia, New
Zeal and, Argentina and South Africa.

At the Second Mal aysia I nternational Sem nar on Antarctica, Ml aysia
recei ved many nore offers of assistance fromcountries |ike Sweden,
Germany, India, Britain and Russi a.

I ndeed, Dr Mahathir hinsel f, acconpanied by his wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasnmah
Mohd Ali, three Cabinet Mnisters and a del egation of 70 people, set sai
for Antarctica in early 2002 via Argentina.

They were the first First Couple froma devel opi ng or Musli mcountry to
visit Antarctica. They synbolically dared Mal aysians to take up the
Antarctic challenge, both for adventure as well as for science.

The Antarctic Treaty of Dec 1, 1959, grew out of the Internationa
Geophysi cal Year (July 1, 1957-Dec 31, 1958) and was intended to assure
that the only human activity there was restricted to sci ence and
t echnol ogy.

Thus, the treaty was specifically designed to preserve the continent of
Antarctica, along with all other |Iand and water south of |atitude 60, for
peacef ul purposes, particularly scientific research.

The Antarctic Treaty was first signed by 12 countries that had
mai nt ai ned research stations on the continent during the International
Geophysi cal Year.

They were Argentina, Australia, Belgium Chile, France, Japan, New
Zeal and, Norway, South Africa, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR), the United Kingdomand the United States.

By 1996, 41 nations, representing nore than 80 per cent of the earth's
popul ati on, had signed the treaty. O these, 27 nations were full voting
nmenbers of the treaty organi sation

Provi sions of the treaty can be changed only by unani nobus agreenent of
the voting nmenbers.

The treaty al so bans any military operations, use of nucl ear weapons, or
di sposal of radioactive waste in Antarctica; encourages the free exchange
of information fromscientific research conducted there; and forbids
nations frommaki ng any newterritorial clains onthe continent.

It, however, made no ruling on existing territorial clains.

Wth a suppl enentary Protocol on Environnental Protection, the treaty
was | ater extended to protect marine life within the Antarctic ecosystem
and to prohibit mning activity for a 50-year period beginning 1991.

Resul ting fromthis understanding, the participating nations declared a



norat ori umon political differences.

I nst ead, nost chose to work together in Antarctica, for exanple, in the
study of sunspot activity and its effects onthe earth and its at nosphere.

The studies led to i mportant scientific discoveries, especially the
di scovery decades later of a hole in the ozone | ayer, the part of the
at nosphere that protects all living things fromharnful rays of the sun.

It is afine exanple of international collaboration for nutual benefit.
Many nore are bei ng undertaken col | aboratively across nati ons and
cul tures.

I ndeed, the breakneck advance of today's science and technology is
| argely due to cl ose rapport anong scientists not only fromdifferent
di sciplines but also froma variety of different cul tural backgrounds unin
hi bi ted by mannmade boundari es and i deol ogi es.

The t heme for the Second Mal aysia I nternational Sem nar, "d obal
Laboratory for Scientific and I nternational Co-operation", was therefore
very appropriate and highly significant.

It clearly denpnstrated the desire and ent husi asmanong scientists and
participants to exploit their collective wisdomso that the npost pristine
part of our world is better understood and protected.

Antarctica, considered by many to be the last frontier, is certainly a
good place and reason for all of us to do this.

It shoul d pronote not just excellent science and research, but equally
i nportant international understanding that woul d bring about |asting
peace, goodwi |l and prosperity.

This i s perhaps one very uni que opportunity for all of us to showthe
rel evance of science to the |l arger nission of bridging whatever gaps there
are in making the world a better place to live in.

It is an opportunity to pronote t he nmessage of peace through science in
a world plagued by so much vi ol ence.

* The Second Mal aysi a International Semi nar on Antarctica was hel d over
t hree days | ast week. Organi sed by Universiti Sai ns Mal aysi a, Akademi
Sai ns Mal aysi a and supported by the M nistry of Science, Technol ogy and
Innovation, it attracted many di stingui shed scientists and researchers
froma dozen countries, some of whomhave been invol ved in research for
nmore than 50 years. Malaysiais the first Asean nation to be involved in
thi s chal | engi ng endeavour. To date, nore than 35 Mal aysi an scientists
have stepped on the socalled "Wite Continent".

* The witer is Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Sains Ml aysia. He can be
reached at vc@sm.com

(END)



	Working together for benefit of all in Antarctica (NST 09/05/2004)

