05/ 04/ 2004
Dr M Focus on social activities

Ni k I nran Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
toni ght Umo nenbers shoul d not focus solely on activities directly
connected with politics.

He said there were various social programes, such as tutoring poor
students and hel pi ng the needy, that could al so be organi sed for the
comuni ty.

"Normal |y, Umo nenbers get together during general el ections and party
poll's. They do not show nuch interest in co-operating to help others," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir, who is also fornmer Umo president, said this at the Cheras
Ummo di vi sion's 10t h anni versary di nner here. Acconpani ed by his wi fe Tun
Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, they joined about 1,000 division nenbers and
guests at the event.

He al so | aunched Bul etin Umo Cheras, published by the division's
i nformati on bureau.

He said Umo coul d weaken if its menbers did not sacrifice for other
Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties for nmutual benefits.

He said other BN conponent parties mght refuse to co-operate if Umo
was overcomne by greed, such as in seat allocations for el ections and
gover nment positions.

He al so said Umo el ected representatives should | earn to nake way for
others after serving a certain nunber of ternmns.

"Regar dl ess of how good our | eadershipis, people will soon becone fed
up when we stay too | ong. The nbst we should stay is three terns and t hen
gi ve way for younger people to take over.

"The problemis young people, when they are given the opportunity and
manage to win seats, also refuse to give way even after they have becone
ol d thensel ves," he said.

He proposed that Umo Youth set upits Putera wing, simlar to Puteri
Umo, as the present novenent's nenbers could not relate with the needs of
t he younger generation.

He said the present Umo | eadership could | ook into the matter.
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