16/ 07/ 2004

Dr M wife awarded honorary doctorates

SINTOK, Thurs. - Former First Lady Tun Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali today
t hanked the Sultan and the State of Kedah for having sent "a certain
soneone from Seberang Perak, Al or Star, to Singapore in 1947".

She tol d an audi ence at Universiti U ara Ml aysi a she woul d not have
come to Kedah to settle down and raise a fan |y had the Gover nnment not
sent Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to nedi cal school in Singapore.

Dr Siti Hasmah and Dr Mahathir were at UUMto receive honorary
doctorates at a special convocation cerenony.

Dr Mahat hir was awarded an honorary doctorate i n Managenent Devel opnent,
while Dr Siti Hasmah recei ved hers in Social Wrk Managenent from UUM
Chancel | or, the Sultan of Kedah, Sultan Abdul Halim Mi' adzam Shah.

While Dr Mahathir's acceptance speech proffered advi ce on good
managerent, his wife's was | eavened with hunorous vi gnettes on how she, as
a young urban doctor fromKl ang, Sel angor, adapted to the rural lifein
Kedah.

Dr Siti Hasnah spoke of her initial confusion over the "thick and
i nconpr ehensi bl e" northern dial ect and t he many ways she used to wi n over
kanpung f ol k who wer e suspi ci ous of nodern nedi ci ne, includi ng attending
village gatherings even if it neant taking rides with strangers.

"I was once forced to hitch aride with a village headnan on his
nmotorcycle to deliver a health I ecture at his village, and al ong t he way
the bike hit arut and we were flung into a padi field. The whole village
was agog wWith the story of howthe headman and a fenmal e doctor rolled into
the field.

"Imagine if it had happened today, it woul d have been expl oi ted by Pas’
Har akah!

"My husband, nmy children and | will never forget the happy nenories and
the I ove that was shown to us by the people here," she said.

In his speech, the Sultan said the awards were in recognition of the
former First Couple's contributions to the devel opnent of Kedah and t he
country during Dr Mahathir's 22-year tenure as Prime M nister, not
forgetting their service as government doctors in the State.

Sul tan Abdul Halimcredited Dr Mahathir as the main driving force behind
the setting-up of UUM the sixth public university in the country,
designated to be the | eading research institution in managenent studies.

"The rakyat of Kedah and | are very proud that the i dea for UUM cane
froma native son,"” the Sultan said.

"Dr Mahathir's contributions during his 22 years as Prine Mnister are
many, and all the honour and accol ades accorded to hi mwoul d not conpare
toall that he did for this country.

"Looki ng back at all that he had given to Kedah and the country, | am
personal |y proud of his wi sdomand contributions," he said.

The Sul tan al so spoke glowingly of Dr Siti Hasnah's social and
charitabl e work as a nedi cal doctor in Kedah and as the wife of the Prine
M ni ster.

The coupl e | ater cut a birthday cake, a surprise gift fromUUM Both Dr
Mahat hir and Dr Siti Hasnah cel ebrated their 79th birthday on July 10 and
July 12 respectively.

Present were UUM vice-chancel | or Datuk Dr Ahmad Fawzi Basri and Bukit
Kayu Hi tam St at e Assenbl yman Khal i dah Adi bah Ayob, who represented Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain.
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