20/ 01/ 2004

Under three nmonths but PMhas nmade his mark, says daily

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Financial Tinmes daily of the United Ki ngdom sai d
today that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi has al r eady
made his mark despite being in office | ess than three nonths.

Inits editorial, "Ml aysia' s newPM The post-Mbhathir era begins on a
prom sing note", the international financial daily said Abdul | ah had shown
"comrendabl e determi nation to reformMal aysi a" since becom ng Prine
M ni ster.

It described himas an Islam c schol ar and consensus-seeker who rightly
hel d t hat Mal aysia woul d not tol erate religious extrenm sm

"He is the right man to argue that Malaysia's multi-ethnic and
econom cal |y successful society is no place to experinent with the
religious reci pes of Pas".

The editorial noted his canpai gn agai nst corruption, review of big
infrastructure contracts, personal spot checks on government of fi ces,
cleaning up the police force's i mage and renewal of cordial ties with
Si ngapor e.

It said shelving the RML4.5 billion doubl e-tracking project was his
"bol dest act" and hi ghlighted his commtnent to controlling the budget
deficit and boosting the rural econony.

Whi | e sayi ng that Abdul | ah had nmade a good start, the editorial said he
shoul d | ook at "fostering a free nedia, depoliticisingthe justice system
and continuing the fight agai nst corruption and cronyisni.
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