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CAPTAI NS of industry were pl easantly surprised when Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi hel d a di al ogue with themrecently. It turned
out to be a good exchange of views. More inportantly, it showed the new
Prime Mnister's willingness to hear busi nessnen out and assure t hemof

hi s support.

Mal aysi an Busi ness deci ded to seek the views of a fewl ocal businessnen
on what they thought of the Prime Mnister's first 100 days in office. W
sought their views on Abdul |l ah's econom c agenda, his | eadership so far
and their wish list for his adm nistration.

TAN SRI AZMAN HASHI M

G oup Chai rman, AnBank G oup

His re-prioritising of nmega projects will hel p inprove the financial and
cash fl ow nanagenent of the government. Also on his agenda is the
pronotion of agriculture, SMEsS, etc, which will benefit the | arger section
of the popul ation. Mal aysi a has the fundanental s, infrastructure and
resources to neet the new chall enges and we can see that he is naking ful
use of the expertise available to him both fromthe public and private
sectors.

Hs willingness to hold dialogues with all parties is also indicative of
this. He has al so continued the business-friendly approach of the
government and is warming up to international relations. W hope that he
wi Il be successful in his efforts to weed out corruption, speed up the
judiciary process including the syariah courts (both of which are now
taking too long a tine to deal with backl ogged cases), and to have a nore
efficient and transparent civil service.

DATUK ALAN TONG KOK MAU
Group Executive Chairman, Bukit Kiara
Properties Sdn Bhd

| amvery inpressed with our Prime M nister's enphasis on educati on,
security, integrity and efficiency for both the public and private
sectors. He has introduced several policies within a short span of tine
after he took over the hel m The policies touch on the delivery systemand
transparency, whichis the pillar of integrity. Such neasures woul d
eventual ly refl ect the course whi ch Corporate Ml aysi a woul d t ake.
Integrity and efficiency attract confidence and trust whi ch are what
busi nesses thrive on. As such, the neasures, if executed consistently,
will yield positive results in the long run.

Fromthe point of viewof the construction and buil ding i ndustry, the
private sector, together with the public sector, needs to |l ook at the tine
requi red for the delivery systemof housi ng and buil di ng conpletionin
general. In the past, it was not unconmon to experience the tine required
fromthe day the | and i s purchased, subdivi ded, constructed and conpl et ed,
taking four to seven years. |If the delivery systemcan be shortened by
40% the benefit to the economy coul d be tremendous.

The speedy cash fl ow turnover could generate a | ot nore busi ness and
woul d even reduce prices through cost savings resulting fromshort hol di ng
costs, efficiency and productivity. Not to mention the conpetitive
envi ronment created. Such dynam smwoul d attract the attention of foreign
i nvestors.

DATUK P KASI
Executive Director,



MK Land Hol di ngs Bhd

What appeals to nme is Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ' s vi sion that the
country needs to focus on hunan “software' to match the i nfrastructure
“hardware' that we have built. His enphasis on a strong ~Nati onal
Per f ormance Cul ture' concerning the public sector, corporate sector and
hurman resources i s al so conmendabl e. Al so | audable is the effort to | ower
t he cost of doi ng busi ness in Mal aysi a by addressing public sector
i nefficiency, red tape reduction, service i nprovenent and | ack of
i nformation.

The key i ssue nowis delivery. He needs the conmm tnent and cooperation
fromall parties. The emergence of China drawi ng away a | ot of
manuf acturing i ndustries and FDI, coupled with the weakening US dol | ar,
has al so posed new chal | enges to Mal aysia. Astrategic plan for the future
for sustainable growth of the country is necessary to address the
continuing changes in the world, with particul ar enphasis on strengthening
t he Mal aysi an econony. The Mil ti nedi a Super Corridor, know edge- based
i ndustries and i nformati on and comuni cati ons t echnol ogy coul d provi de
future growt h, but they have not been fast enough to contribute
significantly to our econony to replace our | osses in the manufacturing
sector to countries |like Chinato match the changes.

| ssues of overcapacity in various sectors would have to be addressed to
sustai n economic growh for the future. W shoul d, after due consultation
with the people in the industry, produce a Property, Construction and
Housi ng Master Pl an for the country and a Touri smlndustry Master Plan for
the nati on.

We have the opportunities and facilities, what we |l ack i s integrated
t hi nki ng, proper coordination, proper packaging and marketing to the right
peopl e and the right countries. | amnot sayi ng we have not done well
al ready, what | amsaying is we can do even nuch better to help the
econony and country.

DATUK MUSTAFA MANSUR,

Presi dent, Federation of Ml aysi an Manufacturers (FMV)

The Prime M nister's commtnent towards further inproving the efficiency
of the governnment's delivery systemand strong stand agai nst corrupti on as
soon as he took over the hel mof the country has certainly helped to
reinforce i nvestor and busi ness confidence in the country. W are al so
pl eased to note that he has taken bold nmeasures to bring in nore
technocrats to further strengthen the government. The busi ness sector
hopes to see greater inprovenents in the |l evel of service, particularly at
the state and | ocal authority levels as well as in key governnent
agenci es, which are in constant contact with the busi ness conmunity. An
overal |l inprovenent in efficiency inpublic service delivery would helpto
remove unnecessary costs to business operations and processes and help to
enhance busi ness conpetitiveness.

The snoot h change i n | eadershi p, which continues to uphol d t he busi ness-
friendly policies and approach, forged by our fornmer Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad, speaks well of the maturity and stability of the
governnent. The continuance of business-friendly policies is especially
i mportant at a time when t he Mal aysi an manuf acturing sector i s pushing
hard to move into a higher Ievel of industrialisation of greater val ue-
added and know edge-driven processes.

The manuf acturi ng sector hopes Abdul | ah' s | eadershi p woul d continue to
strengt hen the consultative process and forge a cl oser partnershipwth
i ndustry so that the entire country can becone nore dynam ¢ and woul d be
abl e to respond quickly to the chal |l enges of gl obalisation.

DATUK GURDI AL SI NGH d LL,

Founder and Chai r man,



GS Gl Sdn Bhd

| amreally very pleased to see that the Prime Mnister is visiting
ot her countries and strengthening Malaysia's friendship with them W can
go forward, particularly with Singapore wi th whomwe have been havi ng
problens, and I amconfident all these will be settled am cably.

| have personal | y known Abdul | ah for al nbst 15 years and fromwhat |
know he is a very straightforward and honest person. W Ml aysi ans are
very proud of him You can see that within a short period, he has al ready
gone around the country and al nost all Asian countries would Iike to work
with him

As Prime Mnister, his | eadership would definitely steer Corporate
Mal aysi a t hr ough new chal | enges. Thi s al one woul d put Mal aysi a forward. W
wi sh our Prime M nister's adninistration goes forward. As for nmy wi sh
list, I would like to bring this up; we have people living in Ml aysia who
have been staying here for al nbst 13 years and have not | eft the country
and have their passports duly extended. They have applied for pernmanent
resi dency since they have stayed here for such a long tine. They are
parents of children born in Mlaysia. They shoul d be gi ven pernmanent
resi dent status without any further del ay.

TAN KEE CHUNG
Chi ef Executive Oficer,

OpenSys (M Bhd

H s i dea of bal anci ng the budget and letting the private sector drive
t he econony forward is very positive. Wiile there are nerits in the
Keynesi an net hodol ogy, there is only so nuch t he governnment can do for the
rakyat. W shoul d ask what we can do for the country as opposed to what
t he country (governnent) can do for us.

H s coment about “first world infrastructure but third world nmentality’
is also very appropri ate because to conpete successfully with other
advanced countries, we need to cultivate soft factors such as caring for
t he envi ronment and encouragi ng constructive criticismto better oneself.
I think the Prime Mnister's | eadership styl e has been extrenely positive
and refreshing so far. One does not have to shout to be heard and he is
doing that adnirably well. | believe he will get sone things done that
seened i npossi bl e before.

Wi |l e sone of his ideas are what the busi ness conmunity has been waiting
to hear for along tine, there will always be gaps between vi sion and
execution. If Abdullah can carry out 20%of what he has set out to do, we
woul d certainly be nuch better off than before.

TAN SRI LI M KOK W NG,

President, Linkokwi ng University Coll ege of Creative Technol ogy

The Cabi net's decision to postpone the double-tracking rail project was
a bold step. It was not expected, but the decision was praised by
i nvestors as necessary and prudent to control the Governnent's budgetary
deficit. The business community was al so happy that the Prine M nister
ended nont hs of specul ation by appointing Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as
Deputy Prime M nister. The choi ce was expected and wel comed. Tan Sri Nor
Mbhaned Yakcop' s appoi nt nent as Second Fi nance M ni ster was a pl easant
surprise. The stock narket reacted very well to both appoi nt ments. Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi al so showed hi s determ nation to upgrade
agriculture by assigning the task to Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin, a senior
political | eader and a very experi enced adm ni strator.

The policy initiatives introduced by the Prine Mnister and his actions
and words have created confidence in his Governnent. Public support for
hi mand his Governnment is strong and growing. One indicationis the big
turnout of people at public events he attends, sonetines in the rain.
Anot her was during Christmas when his nessage of greeting to Christians



read in some churches was | oudly appl auded.

The Gover nnent must continue to adopt a gl obal outl ook. dobalisationis
inevitable, bringing with it oceans of changes that we have yet to fully
conpr ehend. Thus, | ooki ng outwards, seizingaroleintheinternational
stage and taking an active part in the decisions that will usher in the
changes are vitally inmportant to the future grow h and prosperity of
Mal aysi a.

| amheartened by the Prime Mnister's recent rem nder to conmpani es not
to be content with being mere adopters and users of technol ogy, but trying
toincreasingly strive to be adapters and creators of technol ogy. Survival

and success wi Il increasingly depend on our capability to add val ue at a
hi gher and hi gher rung of the val ue chain.
In the larger international arena, | hope to see the Prime Mnister take

full advantage of the existing goodwi || and respect that Ml aysi a enj oys
to build global consensus and craft a multilateral effort to push for
wor | d peace. That effort should start with the Pal estinian struggle to
regai n their horel and.

In such a quest, | amconfident he will have the full support of the
maj ority of Mal aysi ans and all peace-|ovi ng peopl e around t he worl d.

TENGKU DATUK ZAl NAL RASHI D
Pr esi dent ,

Mal aysi an | nternational Chanmber of Commerce and | ndustry (M CCl)

In his statenents and actions to date, he has set out to redefine the
Mal aysi an i mage and howit is perceived globally. Wile retainingthe
val uabl e economic initiatives and policies he has i nherited, Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi has set out to carry forward these policies in an
i nproved at nosphere of openness, quality and transparency.

Froma private sector perspective, this is a very encouraging
devel opnent. Mal aysi an busi ness policies are al ready known for their
busi ness-friendly aspects, but with i ncreasing attention being given
internationally to the ethics and val ue systens t hat busi nesses enbody. It
is of significant value to create an enhanced i mage of responsibility and
good governance in presenting Malaysia to the rest of the world.

To date, the new Prine M nister has denonstrated a high | evel of
| eadership in setting out his objectives for the Mal aysi an Gover nnent .
Utimately, however, the |l eader's vision nust be translated into action
and the challenge will be to secure the cooperation of all |evels of
public and private sectors to adopt the vision and inplenent it. Only tine
will determ ne the success that Abdullah will have with this, but a good
start has been made in setting out clear and unanbi guous paraneters.

Mal aysi a has a fine track record of growth and devel opnent under
previ ous | eaders, but to neet the chall enges of the new conpetitive world
environment and sustain that growth, newor enhanced initiatives are
necessary and perhaps the will to take cal culated risks at both economc
and social |levels to achieve the best results.

Possi bl e areas for consideration that night be eval uated coul d i ncl ude
conti nued enphasi s on a stabl e and attractive nonetary policy and fi scal
regine. More and nore incentives are being offered gl obally and Ml aysi a
cannot afford to | ag behi nd.

The process of liberalisation in manufacturing and services shoul d
continue and i ncrease in all business sectors. Encouragi ng new busi nesse
wi th new processes and systens to establish thensel ves in Mal aysi a brings
not nerely investnent and j obs but newtechnol ogy, which will raise the
overall know edge and skill level nationally and can then act as a
catal yst for further research and devel opnent wi thin Ml aysi a.

A new breed of thinking, independent, adaptabl e workers is needed for
the future success of the nation and M CCl woul d wel cone si gns of a new



educational thrust throughout the education system(at school, coll ege,
university and training institution levels) to generate the right type of
workers to neet the needs of the newera and newindustries. To conpl enent
t he ongoi ng devel opnent of newskill ed Mal aysi ans, the chanber suggests
that it be made easier for skills also to be inported and secured within
Mal aysi a for devel opnent al purposes t hrough easing restrictions on
resi dency and enpl oynment for those who are cormitted to add their talents
to the Mal aysi an know edge | andscape.

(END)
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