08/ 07/ 2004
Mal ek to be sworn in as Court of Appeal president

By Ani za Dam s

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Federal Court judge Datuk Abdul Ml ek Ahrmad, one of the
country's nost respected judges, will be sworn in as the Court of Appea
presi dent on Monday.

He i s expected to take his oath before Chief Justice Tan Sri Ahmad
Fai ruz Shei kh Ahrmad at noon after receiving his letter of appoi ntment from
the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin at |Istana Mel awati here.

According to a source, Court of Appeal judge Datuk Al auddi n Mohd Sheriff
will also be elevated to Federal Court judge. He has been a Court of
Appeal judge since April 23, 2001

The New Straits Tines understands that Mal ek was notified of the
swearing-in cerenmony on Monday.

The position of Court of Appeal president fell vacant nore than a year
ago when the then president, Fairuz, was appoi nted Chi ef Justice.

The deci sion to appoint Mal ek i s seen by many, including | awers, as a
nove by the Governnment to restore the image and integrity of the
Judi ci ary.

He i s known by the Bar to be a hard-working man who delivers his
judgnents fast.

He al so has an i npeccabl e reputation as a jurist.

Mal ek began his | egal career as a magi strate in Kuala Lunmpur in 1966. In
his nearly 40 years of service, he has served in Kual a Lunpur, Perlis,

Mal acca, Pahang, Penang, Kel antan and Perak.

He was a High Court judge from1985 to 1995 and a Court of Appeal judge
from 1995 to 1999

On May 1, 1999, he was nmade a Federal Court judge.

Anong the i nportant cases he dealt with as Federal Court judge was the
RMLOO mi |l lion defamation suit by former Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi magai nst forner Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad in
1999.

Mal ek was al so on the Federal Court panel which ruled as unlawful the
60- day detention order by the police against five Qoposition | eaders and
activists under the Internal Security Act.

The appel | ants were Keadi |l an Yout h chi ef Mohamad Ezam Mohd Noor, its
nati onal vice-president, Chua Tian Chang a.k.a. Tian Chua, Refornasi
activist H shammudi n Rai s, former Jemaah | sl anmi yah Mal aysi a presi dent
Saari Sungi b and "Free Anwar" canpai gn director Raja Petra Raj a Kamar udi n.

Al auddi n was chairman of the Prine Mnister's Departnment Advisory Board,
Legal Adviser in Johor, Oficial Assignee and Seni or Federal Counsel of
the I nland Revenue Boar d.

He was al so president of the Sessions Court in several States, and has
served as a judicial conmn ssioner in Johor Baru and H gh Court judge in
Kangar and Al or Star.
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