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Don't let synpathy for Jews blind us

By Ng Tze Shiung

PH LI P Bowing s piece ("Undoing Bush's follies, April 24) was a
refreshing read. One feels a sense of relief that reason and sel f-
exam nation still exist in Anglo-Anmerican society.

I couldn't help having a feeling of deja vu, however. Bowing' s critical
j udgrment of recent events in Pal estine and Iraq echoed Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s speech to the Organi sation of the Islam c Conference | ast year

Unl i ke US President George W Bush's usual detractors who rebuked Wite
House policies froman Ameri can perspective, Bowing' s article cane
cl osest (for a Westerner) to condemi ng nuch that has gone wong in the
M ddl e East, and sunmari sed our fears as hapl ess observers of the world's
majority.

Only if such comentaries by people in positions of responsibility
accumul ate and transl ate into del i berative denocratic actionw |l there be
any hope of chall enging the dom nation of neo-conservatismin the West.

Nobody shoul d deny t he i measurabl e sufferings of the Jewi sh people
during the Nazi hol ocaust, but neither should this synpathy be mani pul at ed
to blind us to the Pal estinian hol ocaust we now wi t ness on tel evision
every day.
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