25/ 11/ 2004

Dr Mvisits branch where he made debut

PENDANG, Wed. - It was a wal k down nmenory | ane for former Prine M nister
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad when he visited the Kanpung Char ok Kudong Ummo
branch - the place where he made his political debut.

He was reunited with veteran nenbers of the branch, including its 78-
year-ol d co-founder, Awang Ml Saman, who was instrumental in persuadi ng
himto come to Kampung Char ok Kudong.

Dr Mahathir had transferred his nenbership fromthe Al or Star branch to
Kampung Char ok Kudong, called Charok Kudong in 1964, and subsequently
contested and won the Kota Sel atan parlianmentary seat in the genera
el ection the sane year.

"It is a sentinmental visit for ne. These peopl e persuaded ne to transfer
my menbership and it was here that | first contested the el ections," he
said after attending the branch Hari Raya gatheri ng.

He was acconpani ed by his wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali

Dr Mahathir served as Kota Star Selatan MP until 1969, when he was
defeated. He | ater noved back to the Alor Star branch before transferring
his menbership to Jitra

Awang, who founded the branch wi th Abdul Manaf Abdullah, said it was
difficult to persuade Dr Mahathir to transfer his nenbership.

"He was a | earned nman, while we were just ordinary kanpung folk. In the
end, he relented when Abdul Manaf said that he had a responsibility to his
constituency," Awang sai d.

And Dr Mahathir affirmed this, saying that the people of Charok Kudong
had persuaded himto identify with the Kota Star Sel atan constituency.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said he would al so ask one of his children, who is
not yet an Umo nenber, to consider beconing a nmenber of the branch.

"But 1'Il tell themnot to be overtly anbitious and start canpaigning to
becone branch chief. They can just visit the branch once in while and take
part inits activities," he said.
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