10/ 02/ 2004
Abdul | ah | aunches "~ Tak nak' anti-snoking drive

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - If you snoke, stop; if you don't, don't start. That, in
a nutshell, was the Prine M nister's nessage at the | aunch of the nationa
"Tak nak" anti-snoking campai gn at the Convention Centre here today,
principally directed at youth

Calling for greater enforcenent agai nst the sale of cigarettes to those
under 18, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi said the Gover nment was
determ ned to encourage snokers to kick the habit and prevent others,
especially the young, frompicking it up

Abdul I ah said the five-year, RMLOO-million canpai gn woul d extend into
every school in the country.

"The focus and nessage is for every stratumof society, but pupils are
the nost inmportant target because it is easier to mould themfroma tender
age to say no' to snoking."

"We don't want themto snoke. That is inportant.”

Abdul I ah sai d anti-snoki ng canpaigns had to be inplenented in a
consi stent and concerted manner to yield positive results.

Present at the event was Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng, who noted
that current legislation allowed the authorities to conpound t hose bel ow
18 found snoking i n public, and possessi ng or purchasing cigarettes.

Under the Control of Tobacco Products Regul ati ons 1993 (Amendnent 1997),
it is an offence for anyone under 18 to buy cigarettes or indulge in
snmoki ng. Those found snoki ng or chew ng tobacco, or in possession of
cigarettes in a public or private place, face fines of not nore than
RML, 000.

Retailers who sell cigarettes to minors are also liable to fines not
exceedi ng RVb, 000 or jail terms not exceeding two years.

Chua stressed, however, that the anti-snoking canpai gn | aunched t oday
was nore a persuasive than punitive approach to the problem

"The ai mof the canpaign is to di scourage snoking t hrough awar eness
based on scientific findings," he said.

"Qur slogan is also catchy and is ained primarily at the younger
generation.”

In his speech, the Prine Mnister told the thousands of pupils present
that it did not pay to pick up the snoking habit, which was detrinental to
heal thy |iving.

"I never snoked during ny younger days and | have stayed a non-snoker.
Qur former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohanmad is al so a non-snoker
I"mnot saying that only non-snmokers can becone Prinme M nisters, but you
nmust be a heal thy person," Abdul | ah said, draw ng | aughter and | oud
appl ause.

"W don't want our children to grow up to be snokers," he said, noting
t hat snoki ng had been shown to cause a host of debilitating ail ments.

"Take care of your health and don't be easily influenced by your friends
or anyone who snokes. You must have the courage to say ~No' to snoking
because it is the right thing to do.

"Adults, particularly parents, nust al so set a good exanpl e by st oppi ng
snmoki ng or not snoking in the presence of children,"” Abdullah said.

He sai d continuous anti-snoki ng canpai gns woul d hel p ensure that
Mal aysi a by 2020 woul d not just be fully devel oped but woul d al so have a
heal t hy popul ati on.
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