05/ 03/ 2004
Dr M No reason not to back BN

C ndy Yeap
SHAH ALAM Thurs. - Tun Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad sai d today t hose who hated him
had no reason not to support the Barisan Nasional in the general el ection

"I'"'mquite sure there are quite a | ot of people who hate ne. | think
that is normal, | accept it. You cannot pl ease everybody."

However, the former Prinme Mnister said those who supported BN when he
was president, would continue to do so.

"Those peopl e who supported ne, | believe will support BN. | don't think
they will turn against the BN sinply because | amnot the | eader anynore,”
he added.

Dr Mahathir said he expected BNto win with a greater najority in the
com ng el ection as the Qpposition had run out of issues against the ruling
coalition.

He expects the Opposition, particularly Pas, would still try to entice
Musli mvoters with the proni se of heaven, even though it made no sense.

"I'f you are a good person, and fulfil your religious obligations, you
wi Il have a place in heaven, not because you vote for soneone.

"(Are they saying that) sonmeone who nurders and steals, but in the
el ection votes for Pas, will go to heaven? That's inpossible."

Asked whether it was a good tine to hold the el ection, he said the
timng | ooked right as the econony was strong and stock nmarket was
i mprovi ng.

He al so said the timng of the el ection was suitable as the response to
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi was good.

On politicians who may not be chosen to contest in the coning el ections,
Dr Mahat hir sai d nobody coul d expect to be a representative forever

"Not even nme. W have to give opportunities to other people,” he added.

Dr Mahat hir said he woul d be involved in the el ection canpai gn by
hel ping out in his hone state of Kedah, and wherever he woul d be asked to.

"It depends on those running the canpaign. If they want me to go, |'I1
go. | won't be barging in anywhere on ny own," he said.

On changes nmade to several Government contracts awarded during his
tenure as Prine Mnister, Dr Mahathir said: "I think it is the right of
t he Government to do whatever they |like

"If they feel they should term nate contracts, they termi nate contracts.
If they feel they should have a re-assessment or re-tendering, that's
(al so) their right. I have no right to question."”

He al so sai d the Governnent "nust have good reasons” to pare down its
equity holdings in public-listed conpani es.

Dr Mahat hir was speaki ng after | aunching the Putrajaya Medallion at the
Royal M nt of Ml aysia here today.

The copper and ni ckel nmedal Ii on, neasuring 33. 7mmin diameter, 2.6 nmin
t hi ckness and wei ghing 16. 8gm is i ssued to commenor ate t he confernent of
Federal Territory status on Putrajaya, Mal aysia's newadm nistrative
centre, on Feb 1, 2001.
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