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Najib: Groups trying to narrow teachings

M K. Megan
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak today warned Muslins to be
wary of groups trying to narrow | slam c teachings.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said I slamwoul d not prosper if Mislins did
not have the will power and strength to resist such groups.

Musl i ms nati onwi de shoul d not narrowtheir understandi ng of the religion
by merely being proud with I sl am ¢ sl ogans, speeches and banners, he said.
"Islamis not about slogans, religious speeches and banners al one. \Wat

i s the point of being proud by having skull caps, sporting a beard and
wearing green attire if Mislins and the country are backward? | sl amshoul d
not be politicised," he said at the opening of the sem nar on Mal aysia's
Achi evenment as an Islamic Nation at the Institute Kefahanman | sl amMal aysi a
here.

Najib al so | aunched a dual - | anguage book published by I KIMentitled
"Ml aysi a Sebagai Sebuah Negara | sl ant' (Mal aysia As An | sl ami ¢ Nation).

Lecturers, authors, academ ci ans, professors and past | eaders, including
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, had contributed to the 850-page book whi ch has
yet to be priced.

Naji b sai d the Governnent had i npl enented an intelligent approach to
propagate and develop Islamin all fields. He advised Muslinms not to
deliberately invite trouble which could ruin the nati on and destroy what
had been achi eved.

However, Najib said Mal aysian Miuslins were a strong | ot who coul d make
Mal aysi a a nodel |slamnic nation.

The Governnent, too, was able to place Mal aysia at the forefront of
Musl i mnati ons whil e the people joined efforts to further enhance Mal aysi a
as a strong, devel oped and outstanding | sl am ¢ country, he said.

Naji b said in education, the Governnent produced individuals not only
wel I -versed in religion but al so capabl e of becom ng technocrats who coul d
contribute to the nation's grow h.

"The Governnent's pronpt initiative in drawing up policies |like the
stimul us package to deal with negative inpacts created by the SARS
out break and M ddl e East conflict contributed to the robust donestic
economi c activities," he said.

Naj i b said Mal aysi a' s gl obal conpetitive edge junped from10th spot in
2001 to fourth |l ast year, nmaking it a nodel nation in |Islan c banking and
financial system

The I sl am ¢ banki ng system introduced gradually, has been w dely
accept ed because it was practical and not controversial .

"Furthermore, with an efficient managenent, the public and private
sectors have boosted the nation's conpetitive and devel opnent
per f or mance. "

Najib said the nove by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
to fight corruption and gai n confi dence through a cl ean governnent was in
linewith Islam s call for a responsible and fair | eadership that serves
the people's well -being.

"Mal aysia's acconplishnments inpolitics, particularly the Government's
success in ensuring unity and harnony in a nulti-racial society, are
unrival |l ed by other nations."
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