24/ 07/ 2004

Dr M Abdullah top list of nmost |iked world | eaders

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Wo are the international | eaders whom Ml aysi ans
like?

Not surprisingly, former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi top the |ist.

The surpriseis that they are joined by Iraqi | eader SaddamHussei n and
Aneri can President George W Bush.

Also on the like-list are Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew, United
Nati ons Secretary-CGeneral Kofi Annan and forner South African | eader
Nel son Mandel a.

This was reveal ed i n four surveys by the International Islamc
Uni versity's Research Centre since July | ast year.

The surveys, involving between 595 and 2,098 random y sel ect ed
respondents nati onwi de, were al so conducted in COctober |ast year and in
January and April this year.

"W basical |l y asked respondents to nane, off the top of their heads,
whi ch i nternational | eader they |iked nost," said |l UResearch Centre dean
Dat uk Prof Dr Syed Arabi |did, who co-ordinated the polling.

According to him Indian respondents formed the majority of those who
sel ected Dr Mahat hir and Abdul I ah.

Al arge nunber of wonen favoured Dr Mahat hir, while Abdul | ah was chosen
by the majority of mal e respondents.

"They coul d have nanmed whoever they wanted, so it was a surprise how
nost identified Dr Mahathir and Pak Lah as their favourites. It shows that
Mal aysi ans regard our previous and current Prime Mnisters as
international |eaders."”

Dr Mahat hir was the top choice anong respondents in each of the four
ti mes the survey was conducted. He scored highest in the second poll in
Cctober | ast year, just prior to his retirenment |ater that nonth.

Abdul | ah, nmeanwhil e, becane a significant choice during the third survey
whi ch was done in January this year, two nonths after he becane Prine
M ni ster.

The percent age of respondents who chose Abdul | ah has si nce i ncreased,
fromeight per cent in January to 18 per cent in April.

Syed Arabi said one reason why Abdul | ah's popularity junped was due to
t he grow ng confidence in his | eadership, especially after the Barisan
Nasi onal's victory in the March general el ection.

He added t hat many devel opments have taken place since April, "so |
woul d |ike to do another survey to find whether the same trend has
prevail ed or whether it has changed."
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